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tions which have so long and so seriousty disturbed | 
the public peace, and confused the legislation of 
ss. But 1 beg leave to say to the honora- 
ble gentleman, that he seems to me either to have 
seriously misunderstood, or strangely to have mis- 
remembered, the events which have been transpir- 
ing in the two wings of the Capitol during our pres- 
ent session; else surely he could not so solemnly 
have urged us to proceed at once, as a preliminary 
sep to the settlement of all existing questions of | 
difeulty and the restoration of fraternal feeling 
between the northern and southern sections of the 
Confederacy, to the admission of California into 
the Union. He says that we ought to take up 
one subject at a time—to dispose of it, and then 
oceed in regular succession to consider and to 
act upon others; and he says further that all these 
measures should be of a practical character—avow- 
ing his opinion to be, that the period within which 
it was politic to give our attention to mere abstract | 
propositions has now passed by. In all this I 
goree with the honorable Senator from Massachu- 
setts; indeed, I could with equal truth declare, that | 
[have for some time passed entertained these same 
views, and acted upon them. I have been strug- 
gling for weeks, actively and earnestly, to call off 
the attention of the Senate from the abstract ques- | 
tions which have been so fiercely and so tediously | 
debated here, and to pring about the early adoption 
of some measure or measures of practical legis- 
jation. 

Now, sir, let me ask the honorable Senator from 
Massachusetts to recur with me for a moment to 
certain incidents in our own course of proceeding, 
important to be considered before we irrevocably 
determine what shall be the first step in that career 
of practical legislation now recommended to us. 
Does the honorable gentleman recollect—if he 
does not, | will venture to remind him—that the | 
first—yea, I may say the onl y—measure of practi- 
cal legislation, in the sense in which that word is | 
designed to be used, introduced in either house of | 
Congress at the present session, embracing the va- 
rious questions now under consideration, was one | 
introduced by myself, a notice of which was given | 
asearly as the second or third day after we assem- 
bled here? The bill of which | thus gave notice, 
and which I afterward introduced, proposed to 
give a territorial government to California, Dese- 
rel,and New Mexico. It was strictly and exclu- 
sively a territorial bill. The California constitu- | 
tion had not then arrived, and those who have | 
since been so vehemently urging the immediate | 
admission of California as a State, had not brought 
forward any formal proposition for that purpose. | 
It would therefore seem that, so far as the actual 
order of events here can give claim to precedence in 
the course of our legislative action, the advantage 
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boundaries, as may happen. I do not speak now 
of what ought to occur, still less of what will be 
my own action in regard to this measure of admis- 
sion. The time has not yet arrived for the avowal 
of my own views on this subject, or the declara- 
tion of those entertained by my constituents. I 
have deemed it both discreet and decorous to hold 
myself for the present in reserve in regard to the 
question of admission. At the proper time I shall 
not fail to speak out in language which none will 
misunderstand. Well, sir, let us see in what 
aspect the territorial question is presented to us. 
Whether territorial governments for New Mexico 
and Deseret will be established at the present ses- 
sion of Congress, 1 hold to be quite uncertain. 
Whether we shall be able, under we most favor- 
able circumstances which can be imagined to exist, 


to establish territorial governments without the | 


Wilmot proviso, as so eloquently urged in our 
hearing a few weeks since by the honorable Sena- 
tor from Massachusetts, is a question which all 
must admit to be involved in great doubt. I will 
not declare, with the honorable Senator from Ken- 
tucky, {Mr. Unperwoop,] in his admirable re- 
marks of to-day, that in consequence of the late 
excellent speech of the honorable Senator from 
Massachusetts, be stands repudiated and con- 
demned by the whole North, including his own 
constituents—I do not so believe; [ have a confi- 
dent hope that the honorable’Senator from Massa- 
chusetts will be ultimately triumphant in the war 
which he is waging in behalf of the Constitution 
and the Union, against fanaticism, and bigotry, 
and sectional jealousy. But yet is it true that 
Free Soilism is not yet extinct under the blows of 
the honorable Senator from Massachusetts, and his 
heroic comrades in arms. In spite of the potent 
ridicule of the honorable Senator from Massachu- 
setts, ** the Wilmot”’ still survives. The monster 
is indeed seriously crippled under the blows which 
have been so sturdily dealt upon him, but he is 
not yet powerless for mischief—the snake is 
scotched, not killed; it may turn and be itself again. 


|| Though the supporters of the Wilmot proviso in 


the North are seriously enfeebled and dispirited— 
though several signal triumphs have been achieved 
over these wretched factionists at the ballot-box; 
_ still are there large numbers of men in the free 

tates who openly and fiercely maintain the odious 
principles for which they have heretofore con- 
tended, and whose representatives here, in the two 
houses of Congress, are yet zealous, united, and 
possessed of more efficiency for evil than I at least 
am pleased to witness. 1! repeat, sir, that the ulti- 
mate establishment of territorial governments, with- 
out the Wilmot proviso, is a matter most painfully 
problematical—indeed, I may say that it is a 
measure the adoption of which is in a very great 


is altogether in favor of the territorial bill reported '| degree dependent upon the discretion, the forbear- 


to us from the Committee on Territories, and | 
ugainat the other bill reported with it. The terri- | 
torial bill reported from the committee is the terri- 
‘oral bill offered by me early in the session, with | 
certain modifications, deemed expedient by the | 
committee, 

But there are several other reasons for taking 
up the territorial bill first, which the honorable 
Senator from Massachusetts appears to have | 
overlooked, the bare mention of which I am per- | 
suaded must command more or less of his respect. 
One of these 1 will now mention: The admission of 
California at some period of the present session of | 

ngress, is almost absolutely certain. No one | 
doubts it. It is, indeed, certain to occur, if Con- | 
gress shall remain long enough in session. It is 
therefore quite immaterial, for any real, substan- 
tial purpose of national legislation, whether this 
measure shall be adopted during the current week, | 
or during the next succeeding week. The defeat | 
of it is mpossible; no eloquence can make it too 
odious for the approval of the majority here; no 

ic can be of potency sufficient even seriously to 
t its_progress. I might well say, that the 





qitietion of California may be now safely written 
Me caaean im ees history. 
. c ith limited boundaries? 
FOOTE. 
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r. With or withont modification of 





ance, and the tactical skill which its friends may 
bring into the field in support of it. It is a measure, 
therefore, as it appears to me, that should have 
precedence allowed to it on account of the difficul- 
ties with which it is encumbered, and which may, 
after all, defeat it. 

But again, sir, the territorial measure is entitled 
to precedence, because it involves the quiet and 
safety of the Republic more oe than the 
question of admitting California. e all know 
that the honorable Senator from Massachusetts 
has himself solemnly and deliberately avowed the 
opinion, that the Union itself was put in serious 
danger by the Wilmot proviso, and other kipdred 
questions. Noone can doubt, indeed, that the 
question of excluding slavery from the territories 
of the Union, by congressional enactment, has 
done more to embroil the public feeling of the 
country, and to weaken the ties which bind these 
confederated States together, than all other causes 
combined. The admission or non-admission of 
California, is in this point of view comparatively 
insignificant. Delay the act of admission for a 
year, or for two years, or more, and the pillars of 
the Union will still stand as firm and secure as they 
did when the foundations of the Government were 
laid. Precedence is due, therefore, to the territorial 
measure by reason of its superior importance, 
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and the greater dangers attendant upon our failure 
to adopt it. 
But there are other considerations which, if 
ible, are yet more entitled to regard. The 
territorial bill, if adopted first, will neither defeat 
nor retard the passage of the bill for admitting 
California; while the admission of California be- 
fore the territorial question is disposed of, is more 


than likely to defeat its ultimate adjustment en- 
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| place. 
| whose desire to arrange all the points of present 


tirely. I will proceed concisely to explain this. 
Suppose the territorial measure, in the form de- 
sired by us, to have passed the Senate, to have 
the House of Representatives, and to 
have been approved there also. Suppose that, 
in immediate sequence thereto, the California bill 
to be taken up, does any one imagine that its pas- 
sage would be at all uncertain? Is it probable, in 
fact, that its passage through both houses of Con- 
gress would be at all obstructed? Why, sir, on 
the contrary, it is most obvious that the measure 


| of admission will be greatly facilitated by the pre- 


cedent adjustment of the territorial question, and 
its adoption would be productive of less dissatis- 
faction and acrimonious feeling, in consequence of 
the previous settlement of the other more irritating 
question. 

But suppose that the California bill upon your 
table sheuld pass first, what would be the inevitable 
consequences? | will state them, with that unre- 
served frankness which the importance of the oeca- 
sion demands; and I do, accordingly, unhesitatingly 
declare that, if the measure of admission be adopted 
in advance of the settlement of the territorial ques- 
tion, the adjustment of that question, at the present 
session of Congress, will never, in my opinion, take 
I warn the Senator from Massachusetts— 


controversy, and to restore concord and kind feel- 
ing to the country, I do not in the least doubt— 
that, if he can succeed in the movement in which 
he is now enlisted, he will find certain gentlemen 
here and elsewhere disposed to decline a!! further 
legislation on the subject for the present; they 
will be seen to throw themselves at once upon the 
non-action policy of the Administration, and seek- 
ing to gain a piufal party triumph at the ex pense of 
the best interests of the country. Gentlemen will 
be heard to ery out, in both houses of Congress, 
most lustily, that New Mexico and Deseret can 
do very well without government for the present, 
and until they shall respectively have enough peo- 
ple within their limits to claim admission into the 
Union as States.. Does not the honorable Senator 
know that this course of proceeding is already 
zealously advocated by certain leading Whig 
presses in the North? Does he not recollect that 
this very policy has been openly avowed at this 
session in both houses of Congress? | shell bring 
no charge against the President and his constitu- 
tional advisers in connection with this view of the 
subject. Indeed, ! sincerely rejoice to learn that 
the President has of late avowed his desire that 
the good work of pacification and settlement shall 
be consummated, if possible, upon any plan which 
may be deemed most advisable, whether the one 
heretofore recommended by him or not. But yet 
it is true, and I have full proof upon the point in 
my portfolio, which I may yet produce if it should 
be called for, that at this very moment there are 
movements of an official character in public and 
active progress in New Mexico, set on foot for 
the avowed purpose of, producing a State organi- 
zation for that territory, and demanding admittance 
into the Union, in conformity with the example 
of California. Yes, sir; pass the California bill 
first, and as a separate measure, and you may rest 
confidently assured that territorial governments for 
New Mexico and Deseret will never more be 
talked of by many of those who would be quite 
willing to establish them as part of a general 
scheme of arrangement and compromise. 

Sir, it would be quite easy for me to show, by 
recurring to the current debates which are going on 
elsewhere than here, that it is altogether improbable 
that the proposition of admitting California into 
the Union will receive the sanction of the two 
houses of Congress, whatever may be the action 
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t me refer, by way of illustration, to a 
manly, learned, and statesmanlike speech, delivered 
on yesterday not far from this hall of deliberation, 
and which has been published this morning in 
some of the Washington papers. 
who delivered this speech is unknown to me per- 
sonally; but I know many of his friends, and his 
name ill be sufficient to commend him to the re- 





setts, who is well known to hold that name in pe- 
culiar veneration. The gentleman alluded to is a 
Whig, and from the State of Kentucky. He is 
friendly to the admission of California into the 
Union—no one is more so; and yet, in the speech 
to which I am referring, he does not hesitate to 
declare his inflexible determination not to vote for 
this measure of admission, except as part of a gen- 
eral scheme of arrangement and compromise, 

Let me here say, Mr. President, that I can see 
very little difference between such a scheme, em- 
bracing all the points of dispute in one bill, and 
several bills covering the same ground, and in re- 
lation to which, before any oné of them shall be 
finally acted upon, there shall be a distinct under- 
standing that all are to be allowed to pass in rapid 
and continued succession. 

There are other views of the subject of still more 
striking character, which I do not feel at liberty to 
withhold. Sir, you cannot—thank Heaven, you 
cannot—pass a bill for the admission of California, 
as a separate and distinct measure, at all. I say 
you cannot do it; and I speak of what I feel most 
confidently assured when [ make this declaration. 
You may pass the bill here, sir—though I hope 
that this is even a little doubtful—you may pass 
it here, sir; but it will never become a law, not- 
withstanding. It has to be approved in the other 
wing of this Capitol; it must be sanctioned by 
both houses of Congress; and that I hold to be 
impossible. 1 do not feel authorized to enter into 
full explanations upon this very delicate point; 


but there are legislative expedients, perfectly le- | 
gitimate in their character, the efficiency of which || 
can be fully relied upon, easy to be resorted to, | 


and the modus operandi of which has been recently 
seen and felt in practical exhibition, by means of 
which it is posstble that a high-spirited, patriotic, 


and resolute minority can successfully protect it- | 


self, and the vital interests of the Republic, from the 
usurping violence of an overbearing majority. 
These expedients, I assure you, will be resorted 
to, if all ordinary measures of defence fail; and you 
will find your California bill defeated by a species 
of non-action which will be alike fatal to all the 
other legislative measures of the session. Why, 
then, | ask of the Senator from Massachusetts, and 


those with whom he is acting upon the question at || 


present under consideration—why will they insist 
upon claiming precedence for the measure of Cali- 
fornia admission, with all these serious conse- 
quences staring them in the face? Do they desire 
to secure the early admission of California? The 
course which they are now pursuing will inevit- 
ably postpone the realization of their wishes, and 
in all probability defeat the measure of admis- 
sion altogether. Do they desire to restore con- 
cord and brotherly feeling in our midst? The 
scheme which they are striving to execute’ will 
revive controversial strife, and make pacification 
utterly hopeless. Do they wish to save and to 
perpetuate the Union? Their present action is 
calculated greatly to deepen and multiply the 

rils which encompass this fair sisterhood of 

tates, and if persisted in to the end, must termi- 
nate in the dissolution of the Confederacy itself. 
I beseech them to be admonished in time; and 
instead of unnecessarily rushing upon the evils 
to which they ave fast approximating, to codp- 
erate with usin maturirig and carrying into speedy 
execution some just, fraternal, magnanimous 
scheme of adjustment, which may equally save the 


honor of the North and o*° the South, and secure | 


to every part of our beloved country the priceless 
blessings of domestic repose and security, and the 
perpetual enjoyment of these invaluable civil in- 
stitutions which the wisdom of our venerated fore- 
fathers have provided for us and our posterity. 


ator from Massachusetts to specify, if he be able to 
do so, the mischief or disadvantage which can 
possibly result from the raising of the committee 
of thirteen to whom I am desirous to refer this 


whole subject, Sir, can we not so far trust a com- || arise for alarm 
body, cautiously and deliber- |! my view. 


mittee of our own 


| 
| 
| 


t 


The gentleman || 


| calm, dispassionate interchanges of opinion and 
|, sentiment to be expected to take place among the 
spect of the honorable Senator from Massachu- || 


|| sissippi when he undertakes to say that there are 
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ately selected by ourselves, as to refer to the dis- 
| tinguished personages of whom it is likely to be 
| composed, all those questions which have so long 
| disturbed the public peace, and endangered the 
welfare of the nation? Does he not perceive that 
' some good may, by possibility, result from the 





members of such a committee, and that it is next 
to impossible that they will recommend any meas- 
ure or measures capable of doing serious detriment 

_ to any part of the Republic? In fine, does he not 

| see the peculiar advantage which may be expected 
to be realized from that incorporation of moral in- 
fluence, that blending and uniting into one cohe- 
sive and coefficient mass, all the power of high 
character, illustrious achievement, and individual 
popularity, which so numerous a committee of 
this body would undoubtedly bring into action? 
I must yet hope that the honorable Senator from 
Massachusetts will unite with us in raising this 
special committee. 

Mr. WEBSTER. There is nothing personal 
the honorable Senator from Mississippi has said 
to which I take the slightest exception. I must 

only say, that | am quite incredulous to all the 
predictions of disunion from anything growing out 
of the present controvesy—quite incredulous. My 
honorable friend from Mississippi will allow me 
to remind him that, in the prophecies of later times, 
| there was a certain Saturday mentioned. The day 
| went over, and no pillar of the Constitution was 
| shaken—no bond of the Union was severed. The 
| sun rose in the morning, we all enjoyed a very 
| agreeable day, and we all went to bed at night 
conscious of the integrity of the Government still 
subsisting. 
Sir, | hardly understand the member from Mis- 


persons who will band together. Who will band 
together ?—for what purpose will they band to- 
gether? 

Mr. FOOTE. For party purposes. 

Mr. WEBSTER. For party purposes—very 
_well. But they will band together, [ take i, sir, 
\| under the forms of the Constitution and the laws— 
|, on the ayes and noes. And if the ayes are most 
numerous, the measure must prevail, or if the noes 
‘| are, the measure must fail. I know of no other 
|| way in which Senators can band together. 

Mr. FOOTE. If the Senator will permit me to 
explain. The banding together of which I spoke, 
was to sustain the policy of the Administration, 
so called. As to the other point, 1 suppose the 
| Senator prefers to go on until he closes. I will 
| therefore say nothing more at present. 

Mr. WEBSTER. I trust that in meeting these 
|| questions, we shall act according to our constitu- 
| tional duties, and according to our rights as mem- 
| bers of this body. As to this question of Califor- 
| nia, I do not wish to hasten it, but I wish to take 
|| a course that will lead toward its decision; and 
‘|| when the time comes, my word for it we shall 
|| vote as on other questions. We may have some 
|| protracted sittings, and many calls for the yeas 
‘| and nays; but when it is ascertained that there is 
| a majority of the Senate for or against admitting 
| California, | feel no doubt that the majority will 
| control. As to the other wing of the Capitol, it 
_is noconcern of mine. I mean to do my duty 
_ here, and leave it to others to do their duty else- 
_where. We of the Senate have this subject now 
_ before us, we of the Senate propose to act on this 
| subject, and we of the Senate, according to the 
| Constitution and our rules of proceeding and of 
_ order, will dispose of it so far as we are concerned, 
and then we will leave it to the other House to 
dispose of it according to their sense of duty. 
They are one set of public servants—they must 
| answer to their masters, and we must to ours. 
| Let ug do our duty. 
But I do not concur in any notion or assump- 
| tion that there is to be anything extraordinary 
_ arising out of this business—anything out of the 
| usual course and mode. Good speeches we shall 
_have,and have had. Perhaps we shall have, as we 


|| have had, some rather long speeches, and I make 
Mr. President, let me ask of the honorable Sen- | 


one of them; but in the end, when our taste for 
' discussion shall have been satisfied, we shall come 
‘to the vote. It will be put to us by the Clerk who 
sits before you, and the ayes and noes will decide 
| it just as they always have; and no occasion will 
to us or tothe county. That is 
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Mr. FOOTE. 


! , It is not necessa 
| this occasion to make special ackno 
| the extraordinary intellectual powers of the honor 


able Senator from Massachusetts; the 
to us all, and to the civilized wor! roar 
pose that I may be allowed to congratulate m self 
that he has been in this instance not a little fo 
bearing and merciful; and that I do not find sie 
he has said oon in reply to what | have = 
ready said which it is not abundantly easy for me 
/toanswer. And first, as to the allusion of the a 
_ orable Senator to a prophecy that he SUPposes : 
_ to have uttered a few weeks since, that he gq “ 
| most signally failed of verification. Now, sir if the 
| honorable Senator had been present, when, cao in 
the Senate heretofore, I explained this matter of 
prophecy, and the circumstances conneeied with 
this suggested failure of verification, he would, | 
am sure, have never thought of indulging his ture 
for facetiousness, as he has been pleased to do 
Why, sir, what were the actual facts? | deelared 
here, on a particular day of our session, that if 
certain proceedings then menaced should occur in 
the other wing of this Capitol, I seriously feared 
' that the questions, then as now the subject of zeal. 
ous controversy among us, would be found to haye 
left our jurisdiction forever. And what did! mean 
by this? Why, simply, that if a resolution for the 
separate admission of California should be forced 
through the House by certain violent means threat. 
ened to be resorted to, (including, as I understood, 
the displacemgnt of the Speaker from the chair,) 
I apprehended serious strife as inevitably conse. 
quent thereupon—very clearly intimating that such 
a course of proceeding would be, in all probability, 
recognized as revolutionary in_its character, and as 
such justifying a resort to €xtreme measures of 
prevention. Well, this resolution was withdrawn; 
a bill was substituted in its place, which was pu 
upon its regular passage through the House; the 
violent measures anticipated were not resorted to; 
and the evil consequences which I predicted as 
likely to result from their enforcement, were not 
realized. In other words, to the credit of all con- 
cerned, kind and healing counsels prevailed, and 
the country was saved from a collision of energies 
from which the most direful consequences might 
have been reasonably anticipated. My prophecy, 
as it is called, was based upon a contingency which 
did not arise; and therefore, happily for the Re- 
public, its verification was not in point of fact 
realized. So much for the prophecy. The hon- 
orable Senator will, [ think, sa derive any im- 
portant advantage, in the controversy which has so 
ae sprung up between us, from this hu- 
morous sally of his. 

I Ghderstand the honorabie Senator from Mas- 
sachusetis to say, that he does not at all fear the 
dissolution of the Union upon the questions now 
pending. Well, sir, | understood him to speak 
quite differently a few days since. When he 
made his celebrated speech in this Chamber several 
weeks ago, I thought that he regarded the Union 
as involved in danger most serious and imminent, 
and the country has awarded him great credit for 
interfering as he did so seasonably and so efficiently 
for its rescue. I fear that he will somewhat im- 
pair his own glory if he shall succeed in proving 
that, after all, the dangers which he so valiantly 
combated were only imaginary. Let me assure 
him, most solemnly, that the Union was in great 
danger when he delivered that speech, but that, if 
his present proposition should be carried out, it 
will be in still greater danger. The admission of 
California per se, as he styles it, would awaken a 
feeling of chagrin, of irritation, and of flaming indig- 
nation throughout the whole South, which, in my 
judgment, would make all future attempts of ad- 
justment hopeless, and inevitably bring upon us 
all the evils which it has been the generous am- 
bition of the honorable Senator from Maasachuset's 
to ward off and prevent. 1 beseech him to pause 
in his career, if he does not desire, instead of 
being recognized as the defender and preserver 0 
the Union, to be regarded as its enemy and its de- 
stroyer. By . 

The honorable gentleman says that it is sufficient 
for the Senate to pay due rd to its own course 
of proceeding, without looking to what is likely ‘ 
occur in the coérdinate branch of the national 
legislature. With due deference, I must suggest 
to the honorable gentleman that he does not speak 
constituiionally on this point. In my judgment we 
' should but poorly perform our duty here, if ¥¢ 
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‘id not look to all the consequences likely to arise / And the first in the order of that business was 
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A bill for the relief of Winthrop S. Harding. 


m our acts, either remote or proximate. The | the bill heretofore reported from the Committee || [Objected to by Mr. Haut.] 


two houses of Congress, after all, constitute but 
pe legislative body. Wecan do nothing in the 
vay of legislation without the aid of the other 
House; and we are bound, as judicious legislators, || 
jo to frame the propositions which we submit to | 


| of the Whole, for the relief of John Dickson, | 


| 


son, | 


| ment thereof. 
those who perform the law-making functions in|; The bill having been ordered to a third reading, | 
connection with us, that good, efficient, and satis- | was read a third time and passed. i 
qcory legislation may result therefrom. We isd 
should indeed be most unprofitably employed in | private bill on the Speaker's table. 
jevising meag@res here, and imparting to them the | Mr. THOMAS moved that the House resolve \ 
Senatorial sanction, which we are bound to know | itself into Committee of the Whole on the private | 
yill never become a part of the law of the land. 4 | calendar. 
As the honorable Senator from Massachusetts | Mr. DUER moved that the House resolve itself || 
has not yet answered any material part of the ar- || into Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
gument addressed by me to the Senate in opposi- | 


| Union. | 
ion to taking up the measure of admission, as a | 
rate and distinct measure, and anterior to the || apart for the consideration of private 








ills, the |! 


gitiement of the territorial question, I will not de- || motion of the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. || jected to by Mr. Dunuam.} 


yin the Senate with a more extended notice of his || Tuomas] would be first put. If that motion 
remarks. should not prevail, the question would then recur 1} 

Mr. HALE. on the motion of the gentleman from New York, | 

at we adjourn, 
on SHIELDS. Will the Senator withdraw || Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. | 
the motion for a moment. ‘| Mr. PECK said he presumed it was understood || 

Mr. HALE. I will. } by the House that this was objection day. i] 

Mr. SHIELDS. I take the occasion to say that || The SPEAKER said that this was the first || 
J agree fully with the honorable and distinguished || Friday in the month, and was therefore objection | 
Senator from Massachusetts, and I am sorry that || 
the lateness of the hour will not permit me to ex- | 
press my opinions on this single point. | 
Mr. WEBSTER. Move to adjourn. 

Mr. FOOTE. I will give way to my friend 
from Illinois, so that he may have an opportunity 
to address the Senatg to-morrow. 

And then the Senate adjourned. 





As it is near four o’clock, I move | 


day. 
The question was then taken on the motion of | 
Mr. Tuomas, and no quorum voted thereon. 
Tellers [Messrs. Potrer and Roor] were ap- | 
pointed. i} 
And the question was again taken, and decided | 
in the affirmative—ayes 79, noes 38. \) 
So the House resolved itself into Committee of | 
= Whole, Mr. Tuompson, of Mississippi, in the | 
chair. 
| The committee proceeded to the consideration 
of the private calendar, under the restrictions 
| prescribed by the following rule of the House: 


“Rule 30th. On the first and fourth Friday of each 
month, the calendar of private bills shall be called over, || 
(the Chairman of the Committee of the Whole House com- 
mencing the call where he lett off the previous day,) and 
the bills, to the passage of which no objection shall then be | 


he might withdraw from the files of the House || ™1@ shall be the first considered and disposed of.” | 
the papers of A. P. Brittenham, that they might | The following bills, coming up in their order on | 
be presented to the Senate. As the subject-matter } the calendar, were considered and laid aside to be | 
of them arose ander a treaty, it was supposed to || reported to the House, with a recommendation || 
be proper that they should go there. || that they do pass, viz: 

Unanimous consent having been granted, the | A bill for the relief of Eliphas C. Brown; 
papers were withdrawn. A bill for the relief of Skelton Felton; a 
Mr. CONGER desired unanimous consent to ||. A bill for the relief of George Collier and Wil- 

make — of a similar character. a Setar tne lief of John Plunkett 

Mr. INGE called for the regular i- | Wt TOF CNS FEEL OF VORN F SUNKEN; 
ness. Pavonenat || A bill for the relief of Williams, Staples, and 

Mr. CABELL asked the unanimous consent of | Williams; f 4 i] 
the House at this time to introduce a bill, of which, || A bill for the relief of Smith and Hersey; \} 
he said, previous notice had been given. A bill for the relief of Joseph Richards; \| 

The reading of the title of the bill was called for, || _A bill for the relief of Edward Everett, late a 

Mr. INGE suggested that the rules of the || Sergeant of the United States army; 
House should be suspended during the morning A bill for the relief of Anna Grffin. | 
hour, for the purpose of calling the States in their || _ [This bill was amended on the motion of Mr. | 
order for bills, of which previous notice had been || WaLpo, so as to substitute “ Secretary of the Inte- | 
iven, rior” for ‘* Secretary of War,’’ as the officer to || 

The SPEAKER said that the motion could be | @djust the claim.) | 
entertained only by general consent. ” c i bill for the relief of Jacob Zimmerman; } 

Objection was og A bill for the relief of William Whicher; 

So the motion was not entertained. A bill for the relief of Charles Stuart; 

And the bill of Mr. Capect was not received. . ee Sas — West; 

The SPEAKER, by general consent, presented vil edawe ye eats all sree al | 
to the House certain potions in janie to the Of Capea, reatee Te, SNoeintner, Saneeaen, 
lowa contested election; which were referred to 
the Committee dn Elections. 

Mr.STANTON, of Tennessee, asked the unani- 
mous consent of the House to withdraw the papers 
of Joseph K. Boyd from the files thereof. They 
related to the burning of the frigate Philadelphia, 
and were wanted for Mr. Boyd’s private use. 

bjection was made. 
a INGE insisted on the regular order of busi- 

8. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, was un- 
derstood to make an ov of the Chair in re- 

the Spe 


HOUSE OFZREPRESENTATIVES. 
Friway, April 5, 1850. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. | 
Mr. MORSE asked the unanimous consent of |! 
the House to make an application in behalf of a | 
colleague of his, who was (Mr. M. said) detained 
from the House by indisposition. It was, that | 





! 
| 
} 
| 





The following bills came up in their order for | 
consideration, but being objected to, as indicated | 
below, were laid over under the rule for future | 
consideration in Committee of the Whole, viz: 

A bill for the relief of William Slocum, of New i 


York. 

(Mr. JONES moved so to amend the bill that | 
the pension commence from and after the passage | 
thereof. He said that unless the friends of the 
bill consented to such an amendment, he would be || 
compelled to object to its consideration to-day. | 
He was willing to let the case come under the op- | 


lation to Senate bill nats table. eration of the general law.) . | 
The SPE a ae : phe a <n the Speak- Mr. McMULLEN objected to the bill. [ob- | 


er’ : A bill for the relief of Joseph D. Ward. 
oe could only be taken up by unanimous jected to by Messrs. Crowe. and Jones. si 


THE A bill for the relief of A. Baudouin and A. D. | 
THE PRIVATE CALENDER. Roberts, of the city of New Orleans. (Objected | 

The SPEAKER announced the regular business || to by Messrs® Jones and Downam.] } 
@f the day to be the consideration of bills wn the || A bill for the relief of Suyles J. Bowen. [Ob- | 
Private calendar. jected to by Mr. Casmnint li 








|, Surviving partner of the firm of Lambert and Dick- | jected to by Messrs. Hunter and Oris. 


The SPEAKER said that there was no other | jected to by Mr. Dunnam.] 


The SPEAKER said that as this day was set || jected to by Mr. Morais. ] 


| (Mr. Dver,] that the House resolve itself into || jected to by Messrs. Dunuam and Crowe t.] 


of James C. Watson of Georgia. 


A bill for the relief of Daniel Steenrod. [Ob- 


A bill for the relief of William J. Price. [Ob- 


And the pending question was on the engross- || jected to.] 


A bill for the relief of Christopher H. Rix. 
[Objected to by Messrs. Jones and Danan 
A bill for the relief of Robert Davidson. ‘[Ob- 
A bill for the relief of James Dixon, [Objected 
to by Messrs. Haut and Jones. 
A bill for the relief of Manuel X. Harmony. 
[Objected to by Mr. Ewina.] 


A bill for the relief of Thomas O. Selfridge. 
[Objected to by Mr. Jones. } 
e 


A bill for the relief of Samuel Graves. [Ob- 

A bill for the relief of Jacob Drinkhouse. [Ob- 

‘A bill for the relief of Jesse Doane. [Objected 
to by Mr. Dunnas.]} 

A bill for the relief of Hubert H. Booly. [Ob- 


A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
[Objected to 
by Mr. Crowe .] 

A bill to provide for the settlement of the claim 
of Henry Leef and John McKee. [Objected to 
by Mr. Hatt.] 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Joshua Eddy, 
deceased. [Objected to by Mr. Tuomas.) | 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Larkin Smith, 
[Objected ‘to by Mr. Haymonp.] 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Lieutenant 
Bartlett Hinds. [Objected to by Mr. Dunnam.]} 

A bill to incorporate the Columbian Manufac- 
turing Company, in the District of Columbia. 

Mr. CARTTER moved an amendment, provi- 
ding that the stockholders shall be held liable, in 
their individual capacity, for all debts contracted 
by said corporation. 8 

Mr. DISNEY said that this was well enough, 
as far as it went; but he must object to the con- 
sideration of the bill to-day. ] 

A bill for the relief of Charles Lee Jones. [Ob- 
jected to by Mr. Tuomas. ] 

Mr. THOMAS moved that the committee rise, 
and report tothe House the bills which had re- 
ceived the favorable action of the committee. 

Mr. CROWELL called for tellers on the motion 
that the committee rise. They were ordered and 


| appointed. The question being put, the tellers 
| reported that there were 24 ayes, and 63 noes. 


The CHAIR said there was no quorum voting. 


| He directed the Clerk, in compliance with the 


rules, to call the roll to ascertain the names of the 
absentees, which being done, 

The committee rose, and its chairman reported 
to the House the facts, accompanied by a list of 


|| the names of the absentees, to be entered upon the 


Journal of the House. 

It having been ascertained, upon the call of the 
roll, that there was a quorum, the House again 
went into Committee of the Whole, and Mr. 
Tuompson, of Mississippi, resumed the chair. 

The question, ‘Shall the committee now rise 


|| and report the bills to the House?”’ was again put, 
‘| and carried in the affirmative. 


The committee rose accordingly, and its chair- 


|, man reported to the House, with a recommenia- 


tion that they do pasa, the several bills, (inserted 


| above,) which were laid aside to be so reported. 


On motion of Mr. TOOMBS, it was ordered, 
that when the House adjourns, it be till Monday 
next. . 

The SPEAKER said that the question would 
now be on ordering the bills reported from the 
committee to be engrossed and read a third time. 
The question was put, and the bills were so or- 
dered, and being engrossed, were read the third 


| time and passed. 


On motion, the House then adjourned till Mon- 
day next, at twelve o’clock. 


IN SENATE. 
Frivay, 4pril 5, 1850. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 
ate a communication from the Department of the 
Interior, made in compliance with a resolution of 
the Senate of the 26th ultimo, calling for a atate- 
ment of the number of acres sold and remaini 
unsold in the Milwaukee land district, &c.; whi 
was ordered to lie on the table and be printed. 
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MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 


Mr. SEWARD presented three petitions of citi- | 


zens of New York, asking that the right of trial 
by jury may be secured by law to fugitive slaves, 
arrested in any other State than that in which 
their service is claimed. % 

Also, four petitions of citizens of the same 
State, aeking that no State may hereafter be ad- 


mitted into the Union whose constitution does not || 


expressly prohibit slavery within its limits, 


State, asking that slavery and the slave-trade may 
be abolished in the District of Columbia. 

Also, four petitions of citizens of the same 
State, asking that slavery and the slave-trade may 


be prohibited -by law in all the territories of the | 
All of which memorials were or- | 


United States. 
dered to Jie on the table. 


' 





Mr. SHIELDS presented the petition of citizens | 
of Alton, Ilinois, asking the adoption of measures | 


for the adjustment of international controversies; 
which was referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. F 


Mr- HAMLIN submitted additional documents | 


relating to’ the erection of a new light-house and 


} 


dwelling on Boon island, on the coast of Maine; | 


which were referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce, 

Mr. PEARCE presented a memorial of George 
Watterston, and other citizens of the District of 
Columbia, asking the establishment of an Agri- 
cultural College in that District; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Agriculture, and the 
motion to print was referred to the Committee on 
Printing. 


Mr. NORRIS submitted additional documents | 


relating to the claim of John Hollahan; which 
were referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. WHITCOMB presented a joint resolution 
of the Legislature of Indiana, instructing the Sen- 
ators and requesting the Representatives of that 
Stdte in Congress to use their best exertions to 


procure a grant of public land for the improvement 


of the havigation of the Kankakee and Iroquois | 
rivers; which was referred to the Committee on | 


Roads and Canals, and ordered to be printed. 

Also, a resolution of the same, in favor of pro- 
curing an appropriation for completing the harbor 
at Michigan City, in Indiana; which was referred 
to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Also, of the same, in favor of a law authorizing 
the sale of the public lands, in legal subdivisions, to 
actual settlers for the costs of survey and adver- 


tisement; which was referred to the Committee on | 


Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Clay county, in the 
State of Indiana, in behalf of Rachel West, widow 
of Thomas West, a volunteer in the late war with 
Mexico, asking that she may be allowed a pension; 
which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. CHASE presented nine petitions of citi- 


‘| to demonstrate that the invention effects, to some 


zens of the State of Ohio, asking that slavery and | 


the slave trade may be abolished in the District of || uae, mad the. use of the people of ihe United 


| States, the benefits of the invention. 


Celumbia, or the seat of Government removed 


therefrom; which were ordered to lie on the table. | 


nois, anda petition ofcitizens of New Jersey, ask- 
ing that no State may be hereafter admitted into 
the Union whose constitution does not expressly 
prohibit slavery within its limits; which were or- 
dered to lie on the table. 

iso, eight petitions of citizens of Ohio, a 
petition of citizens of Ilinois, and a petition of 
citizens of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, asking that 


slavery and the slave-trade may be prohibited by | 


law in all the territories of the United States; which 
were ordered to lie on the table. 

Also, eight petitions of the same, asking that 
the right of trial by jury may be secured to fugi- 
tive slaves, arrested in any other State than that 
in which their service is claimed; which were 
ordered to lie on the table. 

Also, four petitions, signed by male and female 


inhabitants of Pennsylvania, asking the adoption | 


of constitutional measures for abolishing slavery 
in the United States; and three petitions of male 
and fernale inhabitants of the same place, asking 
the immediate abolition of slavery and the slave- 
trade in the District of Columbia; which were 
ordered to tie on the table. 

Also, five petitions of citizens of Ohio, remon- 
Strating against the resolutions submitted by Mr. 
Cray, on the 25th of January, 1850, and asking 


S 








| 


1 
} 
} 
| 


} 
i 


|, gress,and that no State may hereafter be ac 
Also, three petitions of citizens of the same | 


| repealed; all of which were severally ordered to || 
| lie on the table. 


| and reduced it to a system, which, in its practical 


| teacher and pupils of the Stringersville Select 
| School, in Cuyahoga county, Ohio, remonstrating 
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the adoption of constitutional measures for pro- 
hibiting slavery in all territories now free, abol- 
ishing slavery and the slave-trade in the District 
of Columbia, and the slave-trade between the 
States, and for preventing the reclamation of fugi- 
tive slaves; which were ordered to lie on the table. 
Also, a petition of citizens of Harrison county, 
Ohio, asking that slavery may be prohibited in all 
territorial governments to be established bY Con- 
mitted 

into the Union whose constitution does not pro- 
hibit slavery within its limits; a petition of the 


against the compromise resclutions of Mr. Cray, 
and asking the prohibition of slavery in territories 
now free, the abolition of slavery in the District 
of Columbia, and the slave-trade between the 
States, and the repeal of all provisions of the act 
of 1793, respecting the reclamation of fugitive 


ty, Pennsylvania, remonstrating against the bill 
now pending before the Senate for the recovery of 
fugitive slaves, setting forth that laws are in force 
in southern States, in violation of the Constitution 
of the United States, prohibiting the entrance of 
citizens of the northern States, and asking that all 
further action on the bill now pending, for the 
more effectual recovery of fugitive slaves, be sus- 
pended until the laws of the southern States be 


slaves. 
Also, a memorial of citizens of Alleghany coun- 


EXTINGUISHMENT OF FIRES, 


Mr. CLAY. I have been requested to present 
a petition of Ralph Bulkley, of the city of New 
York. He states that he has made a discovery, 


| 
} 





uses, will not only besinteresting to the people of 


| the United States, but to the whole civilized world 


, ment, under the supervision of some officers of 


| oxygen of the air into water, so that the fire im- 


| persons, who I presume to be very respectable, 


| companies in the city of New York. They cer- 


| 
—it being an effective method of extinguishing fire 
on steamers, vessels, or buildings, by a process 
hitherto unknown. Its effect is that of an almost 
instantaneous decomposition of the air within any 


given space, however large, thereby reducing the 


mediately yields for want of oxygen to support 
combustion. And it is said to be equally aa rapid 
in its effects on coal as on flame. The petition is 
accompanied by the certificates of a number of 


connected with the business—some with insurance 


tify that they have witnessed “experiments made 
by the inventor, not on a large scale, but sufficient 


| 


extent at least, what the inventor proposes to ac- 
complish. He asks from Congress an appropri- 
ation of asmall sum of money to try the experi- 


the navy, upon a larger scale than his limited 
means will allow him to do; and in the event of 
success, he proposes to sell to Congress, for public 





I need not 


Also, ten petitions of citizens of Ohio and Iili- || 88Y that, supposing this invention to be capa- 


ble of effecting the object which the inventor im- 
agines it will accomplish, there is scarcely any- 
thing that has been made by the ingenuity of man, 
that will exceed it in the benefits it will confer 


prise of this kind, or the introduction of any new 
and important invention. This we know was the 
case on the introduction of the invention of the 
immortal Fulton. It seems to me that this com- 
mends itself to the feelings of every one, and I 
trust it will so commend itself to Congress, that 
they will authorize the small appropriation which 
is asked for, and in the event of success, will au- 
thorize the purchase of the invention, or, at any 


| rate, its use for the benefit of the Government 


| throughout the world. There are always some 
| doubts attending the success of any new enter- 
| 


steamers and vessels. I move that it be referred 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs, and that it be 
printed. 

The motion to refer was agreed to, and the mo- 
tion to print was referred to the Committee on 
Printing. 

SEARCH FOR SIR JOHN FRANKLIN. 

Mr. CLAY. I am also requested to present the 
memorial of Henry Grinnell, a mer@hant, who is 
now fitting out in the port of New York two or 
three vessels, which he purposes to send out in 














search of Sir John Franklin and his companions. 
and he deems it essential to the. suecessfy! ; 
cution of his enterprise, that he should hale ae 
services of certain seamen belonging to the YJ ni 4 
States, and also the command of some deena 
nate officers, now in the employment of the Cnit j 
aoe = give the na something like a ae 
and military discipline, which is i 

subordination: F cies ie ee 

Mr. President, I take pleasure in saying that } 
am proud of the manner in which the mercant le 
classes of our country administer, @ al! reat : 
terprises, the wealth which they have acquired in 
the pursuit of their business. It is creditalje . 
them and to the country; and among the mos, 
eminent of these merchants, stands the gentleman 
whose petition I present, Mr. Henry Grinnell, og 
the city of New York, who is personally known 
tome. It seems to me, that in an enterprise go 
creditable, and one in which the expenditure on 
his part is so great, it is but a smal! matter to ask 
the authority of the Government to grant the smal} 
number of seamen, asked for by him, to assist jn 
carrying these vessels through their perilous voy- 
age. 

I am very much afraid, sir, that the unfortunate 
individual and his companions whose ‘fate My 
Grinnell and all the world are so anxious to ascer. 
tain, will be found to be no more. But if the en. 
terprise should fail to discover their existence—if 
it should even fail to discover their fate—the attempt 
to do so will be gratifying to the whole wor\d: 
and if nothing whatever is discovered in respect to 
them, some useful discoveries may be made which 
will add to the amount of information we already 
possess, and amply repay any expenditure that 
may be incurred by granting the prayer of the peti- 
tion. I move that the reading of the petition he 
dispensed with, and thatit be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval A ffairs. 

The petition was accordingly so referred. 

THE DEFICIENCY BILL. 

Mr. DICKINSON, from the Committee on Fi- 
nance, to which was referred the bill from the 
House of Representatives, to supply deficiencies in 
the appropriations for the service of the fiscal year, 
ending the 30:h June, 1850, reported back the 
same with amendments, which were ordered to 
be printed; ‘and on his motion, the bill, with the 
amendments, was made the special order for Mon- 
day next at half-past 12 o’clock. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. RUSK, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, to which was referred the memoria! of 


| William Harding, asking remuneration of certain 


expenses incurred while United States agent among 
the Cherokees, submitted a report; which was or- 
dered to be printed, accompanied by a bill for his 
relief, and recommending its passage. 

Mr. WHITCOMB, from the Committee on 
Claims, to which had been referred documents re- 
lating to the case of Gamaliel Taylor, asking to be 
released from certain liabilities, submitted a report; 
which was ordered to be printed, accompanied by 
a bill for his relief, and recommending its passage. 

Mr. NORRIS, from the Committee of Claims, 
to which had been referred the memorial and docu- 
ments relating to the claim of Ezra Williams, a 
clerk in the General Land-Office, asking compen- 
sation for extra services, submitted a report; which 
was ordered to be printed, accompanied by a bill 
for his relief, which was read and passed to a second 
reading. 

Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on Print- 
ing, to which was referred the motion to print the 
memorial of the citizens of Arcadia, Missouri, 
asking a grant of Jand for the benefit of the Arcadia 
High School of that State, reported against printing 
the same; which was concurred in., 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 


Mr. BRIGHT gave notice that he would to- 
morrow, or at some subsequent day, ask leave '0 
introduce a bill to aid the State of Indiana in the 
improvement of the slack-water navigation of the 
Iroquois and Kankakee rivers. 

r. DODGE, of Wisconsin, gave notice that he 
would to-morrow, or at some early day t! ereafter, 
ask leave to introduce a bill to divide the State of 
Wisconsin into two judicial districts. - 

BILL ON LEAVE. 


Mr. YULEE asked and obtained the unanimous 
consent of the Senate to intreduce @ bill to incor- 
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: as a mutual insurance company in the city of 
Washington; which was read a first and second | 
ime by its title, and referred to the Committee for | 


he District of Columbia. } 
THE CENSUS BILL. } 


i 
Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. At the sug- | 
ceation of a number of gentlemen, I desire to ask 
‘pat the census bill be now taken up, in order to || 
assign a time for taking it up finally and finishing 
i, 1 believe it will be agreeable to many gentle- } 
men to take itup at the earliest possible moment. } 
There seems to be a provision for to-day and Mon- || 
jay; [ move, therefore, that it be made the special 1 
order of the day for ‘Tuesday next at one o’clock, 
and | hope no other business will then be allowed || 
to interfere with it. ‘ 
The motion to take up the bill was agreed to, || 
and it was made the order of the day for ‘Tuesday || 
next at one o'clock. 


GeOLOGY AND TOPOGRAPHY OF CALIFORNIA. 


Mr. BORLAND. I, rise to ask the Senate to 
reconsider a vote which was taken yesterday in || 
reference to a report made by the Committee on 
Printing. In justice to an individual, I wish to 
state that the ctreumstances of the case were not 
fully known at the time the report was made. It 
sa report accompanying a communication from 
the Secretary of War, communicating geological 
and topographical information in regard to Califor- 
nia, That report included the main portion of a 
report made by a private individual, Colonel Ty- 
con. It was reported at the time—no explanation 
having been made—as a public document made by || 
apublic officer. I have since been informed that || 

{ 
| 


i} 

} 

ti 
' 


it was a private paper, sent by Colonel Tyson to || 
the Topographical Bureau, and he wishes that it 
should not be printed as a public document. 1 || 
therefore move, that the vote taken yesterday in 
relation to this report may be reconsidered. 

The question was then taken on the motion to | 
reconsider, and it was agreed to. The motion to 
print was then laid on the table. 


THE PUBLIC PRINTING. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The time for con- 
sidering the joint resolution of the Committee on | 
Printing, which was made the order of the day, 
has arrived, and the question is on striking out all | 
after the word “ Resolved,” and inserting the 
amendment. proposed by the Senator from Arkan- 


lution should be acted upon at the earliest time | 
practicable; but I observe that some Senators who | 
are opposed to it, as well as some who are in favor 
of it, are not now in their seats, and I would pre- || 
fer to have it postponed till those Senators are |! 
present. As I think Wednesday next is not oc- | 
cupied by any special order, I move that it “4 

| 


| 

| 

sas. . | 
Mr. BORLAND. Tam desirous that this reso- | 





made the special order for that day. 
The motion was agreed to. 


A WIDOW’S PENSION. 


On motion by Mr. BORLAND, the Senate pro- |, 
ceeded to the consideration of the bill for the relief |, 
of the widow of the late Major F. L. Dade, of the || 
United States army, simply for the purpose of || 
amending it. I would merely state, said the hon- |) 
orable gentieman, that the form of the bill was 
received from the Pension-Office, and that it was 
drawn under the misapprehension that she had || 
received a pension under a particular act. It |) 
turned out, however, that she had not received a | 
pension under a particular act, but under the gen- | 
trallaw. Itis, therefore, necessary to make an 
amendment. 

he necessary amendment was then made, and 
the bill was laid upon the table. 
THE CASE OF JAMES ROBERTSON. 
_Mr. DICKINSON. I move to take up for con- 
sideration the resolution for the relief of James 
obertson. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. WALKER. It ocours to me there is no 
resolution of that kind on the calendar. There 
Was a resolution of inquiry sent to the Committee 
on the Contingent Fund, and they reported ad- 
versely; and, ag it seers to me, the only question 
's, whether the Senate will concur in that report. 
. Mr. DICKINSON, I wish to have the resolu- 
fon read. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair under- 
Stands that there was.a resolution of inquiry, and | 
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| prisoned for some time; he is poor and unfortu- 
|| nate, and considers himself as deeply aggrieved | 
| by this imprisopment; he has been waiting here 


| pose of getting rid of him as a political rival, 
| [laughter;] that he was about to establish a news- | 


| this resolution ought to pass. 


'| controlled the.elections of 1844 and 1848, and al- 


| resolution, I shall be willing to pay my share to- | 


| resolution will be adopted. 


|| very sorry when I knew he was putin prison, and | 
|| still more so when I saw his person; for it seemed 
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that the committee to which it was referred re- | anxious that justice should be done to his charnc- 
ported against making any allowance. } ter, which he thinks will be done by some reso- 

Mr. DICKINSON. 1 move that the Secretary | lution of this kind, and that it will wipe off the 
of the Senate be directed to pay him forty dollars || imaginary stain that has been affixed to it by his 
out of the contingent fund, as a compensation to || imprisonment. I do hope the resolution will be 
him for the injury he suffered by his imprison- || adopted, and that he will receive that sum, and 
ment by order of the Senate, cease to importune us further. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It is moved that || Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. I will simply remark, 
the Secretary of the Senate be directed to pay out || Mr. President, in reply to the remarks which hate 
of the contingent fund of the Senate, the sum of || fallen from the Senator from North Carolina, [Mr. 
forty dollars, to James Robertson, as a compensa- || Manoum,] that the resolution of which he spoke 
tion for the injury sustained by him for his im- || as being referred to the Committee on Contingent 
prisonment by order of the Senate. Expenses, of which I am a member, was duly 

Mr. HALE. No, sir; I think he was not im- | considered. Two of us met and investigated this 
prisoned by order of the Senate. || matter, and we sought to arrive at some moderate 

Mr. DICKINSON. Then by the order of the | and reasonable sum, as a remuneration for the 
presiding officer of the Senate. These are the | injuries he had sustained by this imprisonment. 
facts, 1 believe. He was directed to be imprisoned || We ventured to consult with him as to what he 
on what was deemed sufficient cause; he was im- || would regard as a sufficient sum, in the way of 
compensation for this confinement, and he stated 
that he would take nothing less than $1,000 down, 
and an acknowledgment of $24,000 due to him by 
now fora length of time, unable to get away; he || the Government of the United States. [Laughier.] 
has been attending the Senate from day to day, in || He would not accept anything less. I spoke to 
the hope of getting some compensation; he al- || him about paying him the same amount as had 
leges that he was taken into custody for the pur- | been paid to any Officer in the Senate, and also to 
pay his board, but he would not listen to the prop- 
osition. He was so extravagant in his demands 
that we found no way of getting along with him. 
I think the Sergeant-at-Arms, and the officers of 
the Senate who imprisoned the unfortunate man, 
| did very wrong. I believe he is a very harmless 

man, suffering under mental aberration, At any 
He says that he || rate, the committee took the matter into considera- 
has it in his power to control the presidential elec- || tion, and made the best effort they could to effect 
tion, [laughter;] he is perfectly satisfied that he || a satisfactory arrangement. 
j Mr. DICKINSON having redoced his resolu- 
tion to writing, presented it, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be directed to 

|} pay to J. Robertson, out of the contingent (und of the Sen- 
ate, $100 in full compensation for the matter set forth iu his 
petition to the Senate. 

Mr. FOOTE. | rise simply because I have a 
special connection, an unfortunate connection, with 
this matter. I do not intend to go into detail; it is 

| not necessary that I should do so, for the facts are 
known to the Senate. The fact is, this man would 
never have been imprisoned but for me; he never 
would have been imprisoned but for his unfor- 
tunate declaration to me, in reference to one of the 
members of this body, which declaration I made 
to me, if he had really menaced me, I could have || known to that gentleman, not for the purpose of 
crushed him ina moment. [Laughter.] But I || having this individual imprisoned, but because [ 
really believe the poor fellow had no evil intent || felt it my duty to guard against any possible danger. 
whatever. There was a misconception, and 1 || [ stated to him, to the Seargeant-at-Arms, and the 
should be willing to vote for a larger sum than || justice of the peace who apprehended this indi- 
forty dollars. || vidual, or that caused him to be apprehended, that 

Mr. CHASE. Say fifty dollars. || he had uttered no threats of personal violence to 

Mr. MANGUM. I have offered a resolution | me. My desire was, and I suggested it at the 
which did not meet with very favorable consider- || time, that the poor fellow, whose mind was cer- 
ation on the part of the Committee on Contingent || tainly in a state of alienation, should be held in 
Expenses. I think it is perfectly proper that we | custody, and kindly treated till his friends in Phila- 
should dispose of the contingent fund in this way, || de!phia could send for him, and provide for bim 
if we see fit; and 1 move, as an amendment to the | there. A great mistake was made. I do not know 
motion of the honorable Senator from New York, || what testimony was thrown before the justice of 
that the sum be fixed at one hundred dollars, and | the peace, but I have understood there was some 
leave him to any consequent claim which he may || evidence that this individual had declared, in a 
have against the Senate of the United States. I || menacing manner, his intention to take the life of 
think his claim can be maintained on strict princi- || a distinguished individual, a member of this body. 
ples of law. He was arrested upon mere rumor, || This was a gross mistake. I state now that this 
and thrown into jail without probable cause, and || individual never did menace the distinguished Sen- 
kept there some fifteen or sixteen days. I think || ator alluded to, at all; still, his language was so wild, 
the individual who did it is liable for damages. || his conduct was so strange, and altogether so mys- 
Our passing this resolution will not prevent his || terious, that 1 deemed it my duty to put that gen- 
prosecuting his claim further, if he chooses to do || tleman on his guard; for he took it into his head 
so. He is left here poor and in distress, and I || that he was an agent of Divine Providence, and 
think his case appeals to our sense of justice, and || destined, by the influence of Divine teachings, to 
upen the broad principles of equity | hope an ap- || prevent the advance of the distinguished gentieman 
propriation of one hundred dollars will be given, || to high honors. Seeing that he was a madman, I 
and that the Senator from New York will allow || did not know what he might do under this imagi- 
that modification of his motion to be made. nary influence of Divine teachings. This map was 

Mr. DICKINSON. Most certainly. imprisoned under the agency of one of the minis- 

Mr. COOPER. I rise to express my concur- || terial officers, acting marewpty under the infla- 
rence in the views of the Senator from North Car- || ence of praiseworthy motives. Having imprisoned 
olina. This man was imprisoned at the instance, || him, I am prepared to vole for a liberal compensa- 
I believe, of some member of the Senate, and im- || tion on account of it, not because in strict justice 
prisoned by an officer of the Senate. The sum he is entitled to it, but in a spirit of compassion 
proposed by the Senator from North Carolina is a || toward the individual, and of magnanimilty worthy 
very small one, and not at all what it ought to be, || of this bod fy a 
and not anything like what it would have been if | Mr. HALE. Iam perfectly willing to vote a 
he had prosecuted his claim beforeacaart. I may || hundred dollars to this man, but noton the ground 
say, in addition, that this man, aithough poor, has || that the Senate had any agency in his imprison- 
some pride, some feeling that his character has || ment. Lunderstand that, in consequence of some- 
suffered from the fact of imprisonment, and he is thing he had said, he was arrested, that informa 

> 


paper, which would have a very extensive circula- | 
tion, and would thereby possess great influence. | 
| would suggest, too, another matter, which may || 
be worthy of the serious consideration of the Sen- 
ate,and whieh may possibly convince them that | 


leges that the determination of the presidential | 
election of the year 1852 is in his hands. [Re- || 
newed tepaiter) 
Mr.CASS. _ I shall not vote for this resolution, 
Mr. BUTLER. I rise to second the motion; | 
and I wilisay, that if the Senate will not pass this 


ward making him some reparation for the injury | 
he sustained by his imprisonment. 

Mr. CLAY. I rise to express the hope that the 
I believe that this in- 
dividual has some connection with myself. I was 








tion was given before a magistrate, and that with- 
out any agency on the part of the Senate, he was 
imprisoned. For this reason, | protest against 
this matter going forth to the country as a matter 
in which the Senate had any agency at all—partic- 
ularly so faras | am individually concerned—when | 
remember the course which was pursued when the 
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Senate undertook to imprison a man from New | 


York, on a charge of having fraudulently or ille- 
gaily obtained possession of a cop 
can treaty. 


upon. 
that the Senate has been to blame in this matter, 
I shall oppose it. The memorial which was pre- 


sented here, sets forth, if I recollect right, that || 


the individual was imprisoned by the Senate; and 


I think it would be unjust to the Senate, to let it | 


© out to the country that they had paid a hun- 

red dollars because they had been to blame in 
this matter, when they really had nothing to do 
with it. It really ought not to be put upon that 
ground; and I believe that is the ground set forth 
mn the memorial. 

A Senaror. I think the honorable Senator 
from New Hampshire is mistaken. 

Mr. HALE. Well, sir, let the memorial be 


memorial presented in this case is called for. 

Several Sewators. No, no. 

Other Senators. Question, question. 

Mr. HALE. I have no particular wish to oc- 
cupy the time of the Senate with the reeding of 
this memorial; but that is my impression of what 
it sets forth. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Will the Senate 
permit the Chair to make a statement ? 

Several Senators. Certainly. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. According to my 
recollection of this matter, { was informed by the 
Sergeant-at-Arms that there was a person here who 
had, he believed, a design upon the life of Mr. 
Cray, and he wished to know what should be 
done with him. I told him by all means to pre- 
vent his doing any injury to Mr. Cray, whatever 
it might be necessary to do to effect that purpose. 

Mr. MANGUM. I have no doubt that the 
conduct of the President and Sergeant-at-Arms 
was correct, but I will take occasion to reiterate 
what the Senator from Iowa has said, that there 
might have been some slight error. I think, how- 
ever, the conduct of the officer was perfectly cor- 
rect. He took him before a justice of peace, and 
on the information presented, he was committed. 
I think we ought to make this allowance; he has 
suffered and been detained here, and this is proper, 
as | think. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. If he is to be paid, I 
hope it will be on any other ground than that the 
Senate had any agency in it. 

Mr. MANGUM. Put it on the ground that we 
vote “aye,” 

Mr. DICKINSON 
the officers of the Senate acted on what they 
thought was a just cause; they caused him to be 
imprisoned because they thought there was dan- 
ger. If they acted more summarily than was 
necessary, itis no more than just the Senate should 

this sum. 

r. BRADBURY. I desire to make a remark 
to exonerate the officers of the Senate. I under- 
stand that immediately after this individual was 
taken into custody, a police officer was sent for, 
and he was delivered by the Sergeant-at-Arms im- 
mediately into the custody of the police officer, 
and under his direction an examination was had 
before a magistrate, I think, therefore, it is due 
to the officers to say that the imprisonment did not 
result from any action of theirs. They conducted 
themselves precisely us it was their duty to do. 

Mr. WALKER. There is a misapprehension. 
The Senator from New York thinks this man was 
not imprisoned for any threats made against the 
honorable Senator from Kentucky. The rumor 
got abroad, at any rate, that threats of the kind had 

en made; and he was taken into custody by an 
officer, not for the purpose of detaining him in 
mney but in the discharge of what he deemed 
to be his duty. Thinking there was something 
singular about the man, he took him before a jus- 
tice of the ce, who, hearing his conversation, 
and witnessing his strange manner, committed him 
to jail, not from considerations of safety to the 





of the Mexi- | 
I should like to know, before the reso- | 
lution passes, on what ground it is to be passed || 
If this money is to be paid on the ground | 


alienation of mind? 


1! 


April §, 
|| the admission of California into th em 
State. om 
_ The VICE an rode stated, that the 
ing question at the adjournment yest : 
the motion of the Seaniee from Mlesionipe! tha 
Foote] to postpone the further consideration of 
the subject until to-morrow at one o'clock, , 
that at that time it be made the special order of the 


Senate, but for the sake of the community. I say 
in my place now, that this man is not fit to be at 
large; that he ought to be confined until his friends | 
can have an opportunity of taking him away and | 
taking care of him. I think it altogether unjust | 
that the Senate should vote any compensation in | 
his case. I am certainly sorry to see a man in his | 
condition, and would be willing to contribute ; t 
something myself to send him home to his friends; || = and on this motion the Senator from Illinois 
but you may depend upon it that this Senate will || (Mr. Sureips] was entitled to the floor, 
not get rid of him by paying him a hundred dol- || Mr.CLAY. That motion has exhausted itseif 
lars. If he should be countenanced in this way, | and is now dead. . , 
he will hang on here until his extravagant de-||) The VICE PRESIDENT. Unless it isto oper. 
mands—even those he mentioned to the honorable | ate from the day on which it may be adopted. 
Senator from lowa—are complied with. | _ Mr. FOOTE. Mr. President, 1 withdraw tha, 
Mr. FOOTE. This poor fellow thinks he is en- || motion. 
VICE PRESIDENT. The motion js 





i 





| titled to some $25,000. How does my friend come \ The t 
to the conclusion that this is in consequence of || withdrawn; and in that case, the Senator from 
| Mississippi is entitled to the floor. 
Mr. WALKER. I took the same course to as- Mr. FOOTE. Then I yield, with great pleas. 
certain it that the justice of the peace did. If the || ure, tothe Senator from Illinois. 
question is asked as any imputation on me |, Mr. SHIELDS. Mr. President, it was not my 
Mr. FOOTE. I disavow any imputation at all. || intention, when this debate commenced, to take 
I certainly, did not intend to impute any improper || any part in it. I had not the vanity to suppose 
motives to the Senator from Wisconsin. I did || that anything I could say, would contribute jn 





| not intend by any means to irritate the honorable } the slightest degree, to the work of conciliation; 


course of law, and that this Senate ought not to | 


| by striking out all after the word Resolved, and in- || 
| serting the following: | 
“That there be paid to James Robertson, by the Sec- || 





| 


i 





j 
| 
| is the only committee that is not sustained by the || any 


was considered by the Senate as in Committee of 





| P 


| 


, Senator. | and I felt extremely anxious, if I could do no good 


read. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The reading of the || sequence of the remark of the Senator from Mis- || Butsir, the discussion has become so general, and so 


Mr. WALKER. There is no irritation in con- || to abstain, at all events, from doing any injury. 
sissippi. The committee on the Contingent Fund || — have participated in it, that I fear, if] remain 
onger silent, my silence may be misconstrued, 
and my course misunderstood; and that it is due 
to myself, and my constituents, to make a few ex. 
planatory observations; and I promise that these 
observations will be the honest convictions of my 
mind. 

The Senate, sir, has hardly yet recovered from 
the effects of its recent great loss. Death has be- 
reaved this body of one of its most illustrious 
members, This bereavement will be long felt in 
this Senate, and in every city, town, and hamlet, 
| be held liable for a trespass on the person, or a || throughout this broad land, from the Atlantic to 
‘false imprisonment, or improper arrest. I am, || the Pacific ocean. Sir, one of the great lights of 
| however, satisfied that he was committed by due || this continent has just been extinguished; one of 
the most brilliant stars of our political galaxy has 
assume any liability on the assumption that its || disappeared forever. A star that shed its lustre, not 
only on the proud and noble State of South Caro- 

lina, but on this whole country, has been removed 
Mr. DICKINSON. My only object in bring- || from our sight—translated, I trust, to a higher and 
purer region, to shine in a brighter firmament. 
Sir, it is with — subdued and deepened by 
this sad event, that I enter this morning upon the 
simple and humble duty of defining my position, 
and explaining the motives that will govern my 
future action in this body, upon the delicate ques- 
tions now under consideration. 

The State of Illinois, which I have the honor in 
part to represent, has thought proper to give me 
instructions for my guidance and government on 
the subject of slavery in the territories. 1 recognize 
'| the full right of my State to give me such instruc- 
'| tions, and I consider it to be my duty, as one of 


| Senate. After investigation, they come and report | 
| here, under av appropriate sense of their duty; | 
| and the next thing we see, is a resolution brought 
in against the report, and adopted. ‘This is what | 
| irritates me. 
| Mr. BUTLER. The remarks of the Senator | 
| from Wisconsin have satisfied me that, in the opin- | 


| ion of the committee, the conduct of the justice | 
| ought not to implicate the Senate at all. The | 
| ground on which 1} put it is, that the officers might | 


officers had committed a wrong. It is on no such || 


ground that we should grant this. 





ing up this matter was, that the Senate might get | 


rid of it and of the man’s importunities. 1 have 


no feeling in the matter whatever myself. 





Mr. MANGUM. Question, question, 
The VICE PRESIDENT.~ The resolution will | 


now be read a second time. 


The resolution having been read a second time, | 


the Whole. | 
Mr. COOPER moved to amend the resolution | 


| retary of the Senate, out of the contingent fund, the sum | the Senators from that State, to obey them. I re- 


I go on the ground that || " a 
charge of an intention to commit violence upon a member 


of $100, in consideration of his imprisonment on a mistaken || gard the will of my State, when fairly expressed, 
as a political trust, which it is my duty to dis- 
charge in good faith, if | can do so without any 
violation of the Constitution of my country. The 
resolutions of the islature of Illinois instruct 
me to vote for the application of the Wilmot pro- 
viso, to all the territories acquired by the late war 
with Mexico. These resolutions | consider con- 
stitutional, and, as such, it is my duty to obey 
‘| them. In my humble opinion the Congress of 
|| the United States has full power and authority to 


The yeas and nays were ordered, and resulted | overn all the territories, including the District of 
as follows: | é 


olumbia, in all respects whatsoever, including 
YEAS—Messrs. Badger, Berrien, Borland, Clay, Cooper, || the introduction and the exclusion of slavery, 
Davis of Massachusetts, Dickinson, Dodge of Wisconsin, | 


| 

Dodge of Iowa, Downs, Foote, Greene, King, Mangum, | subject 7 Se limitation + restriction, oreo ae 
| Miller, Pearce, Rusk, Seward, Shields, Spruance, Wates, contained in the Constitution of the United States. 
| and Webster—22. ‘| In other words, I beliéve that Congress can exer 
NAYS—Messrs. Atchison, Bright, Butler, Chase, Clem- || cige all governmental control over the territories, 


of the United States Senate.”’ 


The question was then taken on the amendment 
of Mr. Cooper, and it was agreed to. 

The resolution as amended having been re- | 
orted back to the Senate, the amendment made as | 
in Committee of the Whole was concurred in, and | 

the question recurred on its engrossment for a third | 
| reading. 

Mr. WALKER demanded the yeas and nays. 





| 
| 
‘ 
| 
| 


ens, Corwin, Felch, Hale, Hamlin, Mason, Morton, Norris, which is not in conflict with the provisions of the 
comb—18. Constitution.” I cannot understand the argument 


. rged in this Cham Congress 

So the resolution was ordered to be engrossed | I have heard urged in this Chamber, that C 
: ; can declare war, conquer a country, subjugate & 
for the third reading, and was subsequently read | sh, oad 7 way a ar ple to the 


Sebastian, Soulé, ‘'urney, Underwood, Walker, and Whit- 





0 Shere, Mine ond oper: nited States, and yet that it has no power (0 
MR. BELL S RESOLUTIONS. vern them after they have been annexed. Upon 





| ‘The Senate then proceeded to the consideration is principle Congress can destroy a governmen|, 
| of the re order, being Mr. Foore’s motion to || bat cannot re it; can annex a people, but 
refer Mr. Bext’s resolutions to a committee of | cannot govern them; can regulate a territory, but 


cannot regulate the le; can govern the /a 
and the habitations, 2 cannot govern the inhab- 


| thirteen members—the ~—s ae being 
re itants of the territories. Sir, there is something 


upon an amendment proposed r. Batpwie, 
| to except from the reference so much as relates to | 
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so incomprehensible in this argument, something 
so uoreasonable in this proposition, that I cannot | 
pelieve it, OF accept it, On the authority of any | 
man, however distinguished asa statesman. But | 
j do not wish to pursue this argument any fur- | 
ther. | have merely alladed to it for the purpose || 
of declaring that I regard the instructions as con- | 
aitational, and that it is my duty, as well as my || 
determination, to obey them. | 

Sir, in saying this I do not wish to be understood | 
as laying down any rule for the government of || 
others in similar cases. I merely wish to prescribe | 
arule in this particular case for my own govern- || 
ment—and that is, to obey constitutional imstruc- _ 
tions, or resign. This, I take it, isa good, honest, | 
old-fashioned, Democratic rule, upon which | can | 
stand and act with honor and safety. 

It will be readily perceived that this restriction || 
upon my action, will prevent me from giving my || 
support to the proposition now under considera- | 
tion, Or to any compromise on the question of | 
slavery in the territories. Lama little afraid of | 
this committee of thirteen, any how. I hardly | 
think it ean do any good, and | am afraid it may | 
do much injury. in my opinion, the mind of || 
every member of this Senate has been long made || 
up on all these questions. A great Senatorial | 
committee like this will excite great public expec- 
cation, and if this expectation be disappointed, the 
elect may be extremely prejudicial. 

Mr. FOOTE, (interposing.) I wish to make | 
one single suggestion to my honorable friend, that |, 
he has misunderstood the motion which [ have,|) 
had the honor to present. A ‘ compromise”? is || 
not mentioned ; ** adustment”’ is the word. And, if || 
he is in favor of adjusting the questions, he must |) 
o for the motion. 

Mr. SHIELDS. Well, sir, I am not ao critical | 
perhaps in my knowledge of words as my honor- || 
able friend from Mississippi, and I will change the || 
word compromise for the word adjustment. 


H 
il 


How- || 
ever, in acting under the instructions of my State || 
lam determined to act in good faith; and there- || 
fore, | cannotsupport the proposition of my honor- | 
able friend from Mississippi for what he calls the | 
“ adjustment’”’ of these questions, or any of the | 
propositions of compromise on this subject. But, | 
sir, while this is the case, [ am far from thinking 
that itismy duty, as a Senator from IIlinois, knew- 
ing as I do the spirit and patriotism(of the people | 
of that State, to stand here in my place, and wage || 
a war of fierce denunciation against this and every | 
other proposition, which may have been matured | 
and brought forward by the highest minds of this || 
body, for the settlement and adjustment of our 
unfortunate difficulties. It would be especially | 
unworthy of me, who have been the recipient of || 
the generous, though perhaps unmerited sympathy 
of this whole country, to contribute my puny || 
efforts in this body to widen the breach between | 
the North and the South, and to excite the passions i 
and prejudices of one section of this great country || 
against another. 1 think { ought to be one of the || 
last of living men to be guilty of such conduct. i 

Sir, | have seen northern men and southern men | 
stand together shoulder to shoulder in many a || 
struggle I have seen northern and southern blood || 
mingle on many a field. I have seen northern and | 
southern men follow the glorious standard of a || 
common country to common victory, and to many || 
avictory. And, with all these recollections still | 
around me, I would consider myself criminal to | 
take advantage of my present position, to excite | 
hate and animosity between brethren of the same 
country, having the same glorious history and the | 
same common destiny, the same pride in the past 
and the same hope for the future; especially as | 
sincerely believe that the very men now engaged 
in this unfortunate controversy, would to-morrow, 
if necessary, unite in a common struggle, for their | 
common country, against a hostile world. Sir, [| 
have no sympathy—no communion of feeling— 
with those men who employ their energies, in| 
exciting and maddening one tion of their 1 
countrymen against another. 1 have seen and felt | 
the ruin and wretchedness, that have followed the | 
Success of such unhallowed efforts in other lands, 
and I am persuaded that a similar result would at- 
tend the success of such efforts here. Yes, air, 
the full and complete success of these unholy ef- 
forts here would be the ruin of this republiean 
Government, the destruction. of this great temple 
of American liberty.» t 


} 


| 
| 
| 





Mr. President, I regret to say“that the proceed- 


|| vidual, sectional, and national 








ings of Congress, during the present session, have } 
been characterized by extraordinary passion and — 
excitement. Criminations, invectives, and per- | 
sonalities have too often disfigured our debates, | 
and have even threatened, on some occasions, to 
bring us into angry personal collision. These were | 
ominous indications in an American Congress, | 
and particularly in an American Senate, which || 
has been uniformly distinguished heretofore for | 
the dignity, propriety, and decorum of its pro- 

ceedings. But, sir, not only here, but throughout 
the whole country, the indications seemed omin- | 
ous of some impending evil. TH® North was in| 
a state of perfect apathy, while the South was in| 
a state of furious excitement; the North was glo- 

rifying the virtues of the Wilmot proviso, while | 


|| the South was organizing the southern States, and | 


preparing to assemble a great Southern Conven- || 
tion at Nashville, that could have no purpose—I | 
mean to say no practical purpose—but the disso- | 
lution of this Union. I say practical purpose, be- 
cause I hold that, unless the South is prepared to 


| urge matters to the last extremity, that Convention 


ought never to be held. In my opinion, it would 
prove deeply injurious to the character of the 
South. Mr. President, | looked upon this unnat- 
ural state of things—this singular national discord- 
ance—one portion of the same country in apathy, 
and another palpitating with excitement; one por- 
tion unmoved and indifferent, and the other pre- 
paring for revolution, as the presage of some great 
national evil. I know, sir, there may be others | 
less timid than I am, who may have looked upon 
all this with something like indifference; but I am 
not one of these indifferent men; I can be indiffer- 
ent in nothing, and least of all upon questions that || 
involve, not only the existence of this Govern- || 
ment, but the existence of liberal government || 
throughout the world. To me this is not merely 


| an American question; it is a mundane question. |) 


I look upon it in connection with the question of | 
civil liberty and human progress in other countries, | 
vecause I am convinced, thatif the greatex periment 
of republican government fails on this continent, it 
need never be attempted again in this world. 
And, sir, I began to fear that the experiment 
was about to fail; that the glorious institutions 
which you have received as a legacy from a wise 
and noble ancestry, and which you hold in trust, 
not for yourselves only, not for this generation || 
alone, but for future generations, for posterity, 
and humanity, were, by some fatality, by some | 
jadgment perhaps of Divine wrath, or by some of | 
those terrible conjunctures which destroy the best 


| of human institutions, approaching a dark, prema- || 


ture, and inglorious end. And was there not 
cause, sir, for serious alarm? Was it not felt 
by every member of this body? The South || 
complains of grievances and aggressions, and 
complains vehemently. I think the South ex- | 
aggerates these grievances; but doubtless it has | 
some grounds of just complaint. But let me say, | 
the North complains of grievances also, and it 
has some just grounds of complaint also. Indi- 
rievances exist || 
under every Government on the face of the earth; | 


and grievances, I fear, will continue to exist for- || 
ever, under every form of human government. 
But suppose, sir, all the grievances of which | 
the South complains to be wholly imaginary, (and 
some of our northern friends think so,) does this |, 
lessen the imminence of the danger? No, sir; by || 
no means. On the contrary, imaginary grievances || 
are often more dangerous than real ones. Real || 
grievances can be redressed; for imaginary griev- | 
ances there is no remedy. Sir, more than half || 
the great convulsions that have shaken this world | 
have sprung from imaginary grievances. i] 
It is not real dangers that are present to us; it is || 
rospective dangers—dangers that loom and lower | 
in the’ distant future—that frighten and alarm us 


most. These are the dangers that excite men to || 


Se 


| tle to victory and immortality. 
/ occasion that | was a Democrat, and that he was 
| the great leader of the Whig party. 
| bered nothing but the great cause and the great 


/ can, and the great American, 
| the distinguished Senator from Kentucky for 


|| of compromise emphatically American. 


|| able and a national compromise. 


world for six thousand years, and will continue, 
I fear, to be its history forever. And without 
meaning to cast any reflection upon the genera- 
tion to which I belong, I must say, that when I 
saw the total failare of the people of Europe, in 
their recent struggles, their wasuccessful efforts, to 
ameliorate their condition and reform their institu- 
tions, | began to fear that there was something 
wrong in the character of the present age, and that 
the responsibilities of this yreat Government had 
fallen, perhaps, on a generation unequal to the 
present crisis, and incapable of wielding, at this 
critical juncture, the destinies of thie great Re- 
public. But, sir, when we see assembled in this 
chamber, as if by the special ordination of Provi- 
dence, the highest intellects of this nation—minds 
matured and moderated by experience, and exalted 
and ennobled by patriotism—men capable of com- 
prehending the dangers and difficulties of the crisis, 
and having the courage and capacity—and I may 


add, the national reputation, to grapple with these 


dangers, and triumph over them—lI think we may 
conclude, and conclude joyfully, that Heaven still 


| smiles on this favored land; that the glorious stars, 
| the appropriate emblem of this great Republic, 


are not yet destined to set in darkness and blood, 
but to illumine for ages—I hope forever—the 
broadest and brightest political firmament that 
ever sheltered liberty, civilization, and humani- 
ty. My admiration and enthusiasm have been 
often excited this session, at the extraordinary 
efforts of the great statesmen of this body, to 
work out some just and equitable plan for the 
settlement of our unfortunate difficulues, When 
1 saw the distinguished Senator from Kentucky, 
now in the chair, present his great plan of nation- 
al compromise, and when I listened to his thrill- 
ing eloquence and fearless enunciation of great 
moral truths, in favor of liberty and humanity— 
truths as old as the laws that govern the moral 
world, and which will live and kindle the hearts 
of millions, when the present generation is moul- 


, dering in the dust—l felt that there is a heroism 
| higher and holier than any that ever inspired a 


conqueror to tread his way through blood and bat- 
I forgot on that 


I remem- 
advocate. 


1 saw nothing but the great Republi- 
1 do not allude to 


the purpose of invidious distinction; on the con- 
trary, I refer tohim as the type, or rather as the 
centml figure of a host of intellectual giants, who 
have employed their time, and talents, and ener- 


| gies, this session, in the great Republican and 


1 call the work 
A fear- 
ful controversy has raged here, and throughout 
the country, this whole session. A controversy 
that excites the strongest and deepest feelings of 
our nature—a controversy, a8 it were, between 


American work of compromise. 


| sentiment and interest, liberty and slavery. And 


et, no man now, either in this body or the 


‘| other Hall, seriously contemplates any other re- 


sult than its amicable et oe, an honor- 
ell, sir, my 
notion is, that this controversy could not have 


| raged one month, in any other country on earth, 


without @ national convulsion. Why ts this, sir? 
Because the people of this country are trained 
and educated to settle all their difficulties, public 
and private, by just and honorable compromise, 
while the people of other countries, in great na- 
tional difficulties, are accustomed to have imme- 
diate recourse to force. Sir, there are only two 

rinciples employed in the government of the po- 
fiticat world—force and compromise. Some nations 
are governed by both principles, others by force 
alone; but this is the only nation that has always 
been governed by compromise since the founda- 


acts of folly, and urge them on to the most fearful || tion of the Government, and it must continue to 


extremities, And, sir, there are times and seasons | 
when it is impossible to account for the folly of | 


human conduct any how. There are periods when | 
men and nations rash blindly, or, rather, with 
their eyes open, on certain an 


| of civil war is the death-knell of Republicanism. 
inevitable destruc- i res 
tion. “Phis is the history of the world. The an- || California into the Union as a State. 
nals of nations are filled with instances of this || is no room for compromise. 


be so governed as long as it continues to be a Re- 
public. Sir, where compromise ends force begins, 
and when force begins wer begins; and the tocsin 


Mr. President, I am in favor of the admission of 
Here there 
1 am also in favor of 


kind—with periodical instances of folly and phren- | keeping the question of admission unconnected 


sy. One generation builds up, and another pulls | wb 
ires, and another || the Senate. A great measure, like the admission of 
e history of the || an independent State, should, in my opinion, be 


down—one generation founds em 
destroys them. This has been 





with any of the other exciting questions now before 
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determined on its own intrinsic merits, and not in 
connection with any other question, however im- 

riant. If California is entitked to admission, it 
is unjust to the nenme of that territory, and un- 
wise as a principle of legislation, to make that ad- 
mission depend upon the doubtful issue of an 
other question. You have done injustice enoug 
to the territories already; you have refused to give 
them governments of any kind; and when they 
come here with governments formed by themselves 
you refuse to sanction them. Sir, upon the an- 
nexation of New Mexico and California, it was 
the imperative duty of Congress to extend the 
blessings of government to the people of those ter- 
ritories within a reasonable time. No considera- 
tions of policy could exonerate Congress from this 
obligation. The highest trust that God commits 
to man is that of government; and when he disre- 
garda this trust, he sins against God ’s appointment, 
and does grievous wrong to those whom fortune 
has made dependent upon him for government and 
protection. Sir, you have done wrong, and griev- 
ous wrong, to the people of the territories: you 
tore them from their own Government; you sev- 
ered them from their own people; you annexed 
them to your country; you made them a part 
of your people—and all by force; and you re- 
fused to give them government of any kind, and 
left them in a state of anarchy. You poured out 
blood and treasure to win these territories, and 
when you acquired them you abandoned them. 
Sir, Congress has consumed more time in talking, 
quarreliing, and wrangling over these territorial 
acquisitions, without doing anything for them, 
than your army took to conquer Mexico, dismem- 
ber that country, and annex the territories to the 
United States. So far as my experience goes, | 
ean vouch for it that your soldiers perform their 
duty much more promptly and efficiently than 
your statesmen. 

The people of the territories, it is true, have 
formed governments for themselves, and govern- 
ments perhaps better adapted to their anomalous 
condition than any that could be fashioned for 
them by the wisdom of Washington. And this 
only proves, that, when their Government fails 
to provide for any portion of the American peo- 
ple, they are competent to provide for them- 
selves. In my opinion, California has worked out 
the mest hope-giving problem of this age. It has 
demonatrated the capacity of man for self-govern- 
ment. The mind qhenen can scarely conceive of 
any condition in which human beings could be 
placed, more unfavorable to the establishment of 
erder and government than that of California. 
The people were an assemblage of every kindred, 
tongue, and nation—thrown together promiscuous- 
ly in a wild, distant, desert region of the world— 
away from all the restraints of civilization, and 
engaged, not in the peaceful pursuits of agriculture, 
but in wild adventure, and a reckless grappleffor 
gold, ‘the root of all evil,’’ and saealobe the 
cause of more than half the evils of civilized so- 
ciety. Now, sir, | should like to know how the 
experiment of leaving such a people, under such 
circumstances, without any government, would 
have worked in any other country in the world. 
The rulers of Europe think it necessary to employ 
armies of soldiers, and armies of policemen, and 
dungeons, racks, and scaffolds, to keep their loyal 
people in order and subjection. What would 
such rulers have predicted of California? Why, 
that it would prove to be an earthly tophet, a sort 
of terrestrial pandemonium. But no such thing, 
sir, To the honor of human nature, and to the 
eternal honor of American character, that imbued 
that society with American loyalty to law and 
order, the people of California established a gov- 
ernment, and that government, from the hour of 
its establishment till this hour, has given more ef- 
feciual protection to life and property and the pur- 
suite of industry than any government of Europe 
during the same period. 

Sir, California furnishes the strongest demon- 
stration of this age in favor of the inherent capaci- 
ty of man for self-government, when left to the free 
exercise of his native faculties. And it is the 
loudest condemnation of those systems of govern- 
ment which first debase and brutalize man, and 
then punish and oppress him because he is de- 
based. Without the aid of law, or rather, by 
virtue of a better law than ever was enacted by 
Congress—the law of truth and justice in their 
own hearts—ithe people of California organized 
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their society, framed a conatitution, and established 
a government, and they now present that consti- 
tution for our acceptance; and, sir, if we have the 
law of truth and justice in our hearts, we will re- 
ceive this constitution at once, and welcome Cali- 
fornia into the Union. 

But, sir, it is said by some that California must 
be remanded back to a territoriu} condition; that 
it must remain quietly in that condition until 
Congress finds it convenient to give it a govern- 
ment. Others say that California can have no gov- | 
ernment until Congress agrees upon some general | 
plan for the set#tement of all our difficulties: first, | 
our territorial difficulties—a government for Utah, 
and another for New Mexico; secondly, the set- 
tlement of the boundary between New Mexico and 
Texas, and whether we are to havea slave State or 
a free State carved out of Texas; and, finally, the 
settiement of the question of slavery and the slave- | 
trade in the District of Columbia. Now, sir, my | 
opinion is, that if you keep California out of the | 
Union until you settle all these questions by satis- | 
factory adjustment, it needs a vast amount of 
Christian patience, Lecause, at the rate you dis- | 


| 





patch business here, California may stand some 
chance of admission at some indefinite time be- 
tween now and the millennium. Sir, this is per- 
fect mockery. It is to say substantially to the 
people of California: ‘* You must break up your 
government, resolve yourselves again into a state | 

} 


of anarchy, go back and live quietly and peace- 
ably, and behave yourselves well, and neither rob 
nor kill one another, if youcan avoid it, until we | 
can settle all our difficulties, all questions con- | 
nected with slavery, to the satisfaction of the | 
North and the South, and then we will extend 
the blessing of government to you—we will give 
you a government exactly suited to your condi- | 
tion.”’ This, sir, | suppose, is Congressional | 
justice to California. 1 wish to say, most respect- 
fully to my southern friends, that | cannot conceive | 
what advantage they expect to derive from the 
rejection of Califorma. it puzzles me to divine 
the secret of southern policy on this point. Wheth- | 
er California is a State or a ‘Territory, whether it | 
has any government or no government, no south- | 
ern slave-owner will ever venture to carry his 
slaves to that country. Slavery can never be es- | 
tablished there. With law or without law, south- 
ern men will never dare to carry their slaves there. | 
The people of California are working out a great | 
social problem—a problem that has never yet been | 
worked out successfully anywhere else: and that | 
is, to make labor—hard labor, dignified and re- 
spectable. I trust in God they may succeed. But 
do you think the people engaged in this work will 
sufler themselves to be jostied by slaves? No, 
sir; never. ‘The sons of southern planters, the 
high-spirited sons of southern gentlemen, would 
be the first to resist and resent such an experi- 
ment. Sir, the whole united South dare not ven- 
ture to carry slaves to California for the purpose 
of establishing slavery there. In California, at 
this moment, there are one hundred and fifty thou- 
sand men; not old men, women and children, but 
young, active, daring, adventurous men—the 
flower of the youth of our country—men such as 
never settled a new country before. Beforea year 
rolis round, California will number half a million 
of the same sort. If I searched this world for an 
army, | would take the men collected in Califor- 
nia. I tell you, sir, the South, and the North, 
and the whole country united can never force sla- 
very on them. Napoleon trampled down Europe 
with fewer men and worse material. Sir, they 
are laying the foundatien of a great empire on the 
shore of the Pacific—a mighty empire—an empire 
that at some future day will carry your flag, your 
commerce, your arts and your arms into Asia, and 
through China, Hindostan, and Persia, into Weat- 
ern Europe. Talk about carrying slavery there— 
of imposing such a blight upon that people—of 
withering their strength and paralyzing their ener- 
gies by such an institution! No, sir; such a 
thing was never intended by God, and will never 
be permitted by men. 

lam one of those who believe that the laws of 
Mexico abolishing slavery, are still in force and 
operation in California and New Mexico. I un- 
derstand the great principle of law to be this: 
When one country conquers another, the political 
laws, that is, the laws prescribing the duty of the 
subject or citizen to the Government, are abro- 
gated. And why? Because the conquered Gov- 








ernment goes out of existence, and the ¢ 
ing Government takes its place; but m 
laws—laws between man and man, mad 
protection of life and property—remain in force 
and must of necessity remain im force, for the 
preservation of society, until modified or reper} 4 
by positive enactment on the part of the conquer 
ing Government. Now, this is an old prinej le 
of law, a little older than modern civilization = 
| it has been as seriously questioned and denied . 
| this floor as if it had arisen for the first time 
| the conquest of Mexico. It is sometimes urgeg 
_ here, that our Constitution carries slavery wi:), it 

wherever it goes, unless positively excluded by 

law; in other words, that slavery is the normal 
| law of this Republic. 1 think the principle is Just 
the reverse. Slavery, being in violation of natura) 


onquer. 
UNicinal 
€ for the 


right, can only exist by positive enactment; and t\. 
Constitution of this country only tolerates slaye, 
where it exists, but neither extends nor establishes 
itanywhere. But, sir, | have heard it seriously 
argued in this Senate, that the laws and edicis 
| abolishing slavery in Mexico were all irregula 
and therefore void; and that slavery was in full 
force in that country at the time of the annexation 
of these territories, It is extremely hard to an. 
swer such an argument as this. This is emphati. 
cally a chivalrous argument, which, though jt 
| may not convince a man, is well calculated to 
astound him. I will merely say that the poor 
Mexicans made a great many honest and earnest 
attempts to abolish slavery, and if they have feiled 
| to accomplish that object, they have been very 
unfortunate in all their efforts. 1 have no douty 
that the people of Mexico will be highly edified 
when they learn that their old acquaintances, he 
‘* Norte Americanos,’’ about the time they discoy. 
ered the * Ej Dorado,” in California, made an. 
| other discovery, and that is, that their laws, edicis, 
and constitution, to the contrary notwithstanding, 
slavery was still in full force and operation in that 
country, without the people themselves being 
aware of the fact. I think when they hear this, 
they will come to the conclusion that we are as 
invincible in logic as we are in battle, 

Bat, sir, Ll will drop this subject. 1 care not 
whether there is any Mexican law or American 
law there, or whether the Wilmot proviso or the 
Jefferson provise ever be extended over those terri- 
tories, slavery can never be established in Califor. 
| nia or New Mexico. The climate, the soil, the 

productions forbid it. In a word, the principle of 

| the Wilmot proviso is extended over the country 
| by the law of nature—by the law of God—as the dis- 
tinguished Senator from Massachusetts [Mr.Wrp- 

| ster] emphatically expressed it, And were | per- 
| mitted to act upon my own judgment, I would leave 
it under the operation of that law. Sir, you might 
as well undertake to plant orange groves in Siberia, 
as establish slavery in California or New Mexico.; 
I will now notice the question of boundary be- 
tween New Mexico and Texas. I admire Texas 
as highly as any man living; [ like the State and 
the people; they fought gallantly and successfully, 
and achieved their independence by a strugyle as 
glorious and extraordinary as any of the present 
age. I will say, also, that we ought not to crit- 
cise the claim of Texas too closely; that we ought 
to be liberal to that young and gallant State. If 
there be a doubt, it ought to be resolved in her fa- 
vor. But, to my mind, there is no doubt in the 
case. Texas has no right, claim, or title, to any 
portion of New Mexico, either on this side or on 
the other side of the Rio Grande. She never con- 
quered it, never occupied it, never reduced it to 
possession, and never exercised any authority 
over it. She has no more title to Santa Fé than 
she has to San Francisco—not a particle. That 
country, and the whole of that country, was under 
the law, jurisdiction, and authority of Mexico, 
when it was wrested from that country by the 
arms of the United States. 1 care nothing about 
maps; I take facts, and these are the facts. ] ven- 
ture to say, further, that in my Ag Texas 
never ered all the country to the lower Rio 
Grande. ‘There isa portion o uila, south of 
New Mexico, on the. Texas side of the Rio 
Grande, which I scarcely think she ever con- 
quered. Atall events | can say, that when at one 
time daring the Mexican war, I was wandering 
along the Rio Grande, | found Mexican towns 





in the State of Coahuila, on the Texan side of the 
river, living quietly under Mexican law and 
ican authority 


Mex- 


ican ; and if they had ever been con- 
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red by Texas, it was wholly without their 
rrowledge, for they were living in the most happy 
“aorance of such conquest, But while this 1s 
opinion, I am ready and willing to pay to 
Texas, for such claim as she has, enough to wipe 
aut her whole State debt. That debt was con- 
acted in a noble cause—the struggle for liberty 
_the war of her independence. The United States 


have got the benefit of that struggle, by the an- | 


nexation of the country, and I hold that it is only 
, generous duty, which the Government ought to 
julfl, to pay Texas a sufficient sum to wipe out 
the whole of her State debt. ; 

On the question of making a new State in Texas, 
jam prepared to say that I feel myself bound to 
comply with every stipulation, condition, and obli- 
gation of the resolutions of annexation. Whatever 
ihe stipulations are, we are bound by them. This 
nation is bound, by ever principle of honor and 
good faith, to fulfill its obligations with Texas. No 
man can give any reason for the violation of these 
stipulations that he cannot give for the violation of 
every human obligation. I do not know, sir, the 
opinion of my State on this subject, but I take it 
for granted, that the State of Illinois will never 
so far forget her duty to this nation and her own 
character, a8 to violate the plighted faith of this 
Government. Ido not think there isa man in my 
State who will not consider himself bound by the 


engagements of hisGovernment. The Mormons, | 
while they lived in that State, were accused of as- | 


suming that they had authority from God to vio- 
iate their engagements with men. But they have 
left the State, and I do not think we have any po- 
litical Mormons in Illinois now. But I must be 
permitted to say, that I think Congress has no right 
to take the initiative in this matter. I think there 
isa wrong here; the initiative ought to be taken by 
Texas. It is for herto take the preliminary steps, 
designate the territory, and organize a new State, 
and when that State asks for admission into the 
Union, if it comes within the conditions of the 
resolutions of annexation, it is the duty of Con- 
gress to admit it. But I suppose the reason our 
southern friends are so anxious to squeeze a State 
out of Texas at this time is to bring a slave State 
into the Union in conjunction with California, to 
preserve the balance of power, to maintain the 
equilibrium in the Senate. Now, sir, | think there 
isone thing to which southern gentlemen must 


make up their minds, and that is to submit to what | 


is inevitable. The whole world must submit to 
what is inevitable, and the South must submit to 
it, like the rest of mankind. I tell you, sir, what 
| think is inevitable—that the free States will out- 
number the slave States, and that the power of the 
free States will preponderate over the power of the 


slave States. The South will lose its relative power | 


in this nation, It is doing so every day; not by 


the action of Government, but by the action of | 


irresistible haws—laws that control the moral, so- 
cial,and political condition of man. You may as 
well talk of equalizing the population as of equaliz- 
ing the States. There is another thing the South 
may as well understand, (I mention this as a pre- 
diction,) and that is, that the people of the North 
will never consent to see one foot of free soil con- 
verted into alave soil, if they can prevent it by con- 
stitutional resistance. I believe the North does not 
contemplate any other mode of resistance. If free 
territory be annexed, it must remain free, until 
as a State it may choose to change its eundition. 
If slave territory be annexed, (Cuba for instance,) 
let it remain slave territory until as a State it 
chooses to change its condition. Sir, it seems to 
me there is nothing unfair in all this; on the con- 
‘rary, that it is just and equitable. No one, | 
think, in this advanced age of the world should 
attempt to convert a free man into a slave, or free 
territory into slave territory. 

Mr. President, | sincerely believe that if the 
South had not assumed the extraordinary position 
that slavery is the normal law of this country; that, 
ke the electric fluid, it pervades all space; that it 
exists throughout this whole land, where not ex- 
Pressly excluded by law; that slaveholders can 
carry their slaves like their horses to California 
and New Mexico, by force and virtue of the Con- 
stitution of the United States, and contrary to the 
municipal laws of Mexico still in force there, the 
terrible feeling awakened in the North on the sub- 
ject of the Wilmot proviso, would never have found 
tuch general expression in that portion of the 
country, When southern men declare that slaves 
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are like horses, mere chattles; that they can carry 
them with them into California and New Mexico 
by virtue of the Constitution; that the Constitution 
protects the right of property in chattels, and con- 
sequently in slaves, the northern feeling revolts | 
oe such claim. And even the very best friends 

the South are compelled to reject such untenable 
pretensions. Sir, | cannot believe that you south- | 
ern men (Mr. Crar in the chair] have absolute pro- 
perty in your slaves. You have property in their | 
service, and that service is perpetual. Slavery is a 
state of perpetual servitude, and you havea right to | 
employ all necessary power over the man to enforce | 
such service. But you have no absolute property | 
in the man, in that mysterious being composed of | 
bodyand soul; you do not own him as you own your | 
horse, because no human law can give you such 
property in him. Sw, slavery never was under- 
stood in this sense in any country, neither amongst 
the Romans, the Greeks, or even the Mahomme- 
dans, and it is to be deeply regretted that such a 
claim should be urged by Christians. 

I have already said that the South may give up | 
all idea of an equilibriam. Here it never existed, | 
and never can exist. It isa most fanciful notion | 
at best—the mere dream of a political visionary. || 
You cannot balance political power; you cannot |, 
weigh it in scales; you cannot regulate it by any | 
system of equipoises. The thing is simply im- |) 
possible. hy, sir, South Carolina—a proud lit- | 
tle State, spirited and intelligent—has wielded more | 
political power in this Confederacy for several 

ears past, than some of the larger States of the 

nion. The equilibrium has been often tried, but | 
has always failed. The French tried it, as they 
have tried every kind of experiment. After their | 
first revolution they established a Government, | 
most fancifully constructed, upon an equilibrium | 
compounded of territory and population. It was_ 
the delight of the enthusiasts of that age. No 
liberal politician of that day seemed fully to ap- 
preciate the absurdity of the experiment but Ed- | 
mund Burke; and that great English statesman, | 
should say Irish statesman—but England appro- | 
riated him to herself, as she does all renowned | 
rishmen—that great statesman, | mean to say, | 
ridiculed the whole scheme, pointed out its absur- 
dity and impracticability, and predicted its speedy | 
destruction. And, sir, the prediction was soon | 
verified. The very first heave of the great politi- | 
cal mass, shattered the Government into a thou- 
sand fragments, and buried its projectors under its | 
ruins. The experiment, therefore, wholly failed | 
in France. After the fall of Napoleon the Holy | 
Alliance tried a similar experiment, and if any 
body of men ever possessed the power to carry 
out such an experiment, the members of the Holy | 
Alliance did at that time. They settled the reila- | 
tive power and condition of the several States, | 
and established a great continental system, upon 
what they called the equilibrium of Europe. 
Sir, I should like to know what has become of 
that system? I should like to find out the state of 
the equilibrium of Europe now? Sir, in my opin- | 
ion, the Czar of Russia could throw the whole of 
Europe at this moment, with the exception per- | 
haps of France and England, into one scale; and | 
he would only have to throw his sword into the |) 
same scale, and in twelve months Europe would 
be Cossack, from the Bosphorus to the British 
Channel. So the experiment of an equilibrium 
has utterly failed in Europe. Sir, it never has |, 
succeeded, and never can succeed. The thing 
is impossible and impracticable. You never can 





| for the factories of England. 
| my firm conviction that the institution of slavery, 


, from every quarter of the civilized world. 
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to son, from jon to generation, unul your 
great Anglo-American race, now the pride, and 





| boast, and glory of thie continent, would become 


a by-word, a scorn, and a warning to the world, 
The very energy of your race, that terrible enengy 
which is making you masters of this continent, 
would be the motive power to accelerate its own 
destruction—you would devour yourselves. But 
does any sane man suppose that the great North- 
west, with ail ite milhons—that werld that is 
growing up between the headwaters of the Ohio 
and the headwaters of the Missouri, between the 
Alleghany and the Rocky Mountains—will ever 
peaceably submit to see the mouth of the Missis- 
sippi river in the possession of a foreign Govern- 
ment? Never, sir, never. With that people it 
would not be a question of reason; it would be 
above all reason; 1¢ would be a question of neces- 
sity and of existence; a thing which they never 
would quietly submit to. But there is no danger 
of any thing of the kind. ‘The people of the val- 
ley of the Mississippi can never separate. ‘Lhey 
may talk about it, and threaten it, but they never 
will attempt anything so disastrous. They are 
one people, tied together by the indissoluble bonds 
of physical nature. For weal or wo, for good 
or evil, the whole people of the Miseissipp: val- 
ley must share the sume fate and the same dea- 
uny. And does any man suppose that this people, 
occupying about one eighteenth of the hawit- 
able globe, will ever submit quietly and peaceably 


| to wee the southeastern States establish a separaie 


confederacy? The idea is preposterous—very 
httle short of insanity. 

But suppose the Southern Confederacy was now 
established—that it was quietly and peaceably es- 
tablished this moment, what would be the actual 
condition of that Confederacy? it could net exist 
a single day without a close and miimate connec- 
tion with some great nation, having all the elemenis 
ef industrial, financial, and commercial power. 
The South possesses none of these elements. It 


| has plenty of cotton, and it has brave men, and 


lovely women, but it is wholly destitute of ail the 
other material elements of national power. Every 
man that knows anything knows this. ‘he South- 


_ ern Confederacy, therefore, would be compelled 


by necessity to enter into a strict alliance with 
some great nation—that nation would doubtless be 
England. Now, Old England is not a whit more 
parual to slavery than New England; and English- 
men have a peculiar fondness for enforcing their 
own views upon their loving allies. But, sir, 
what would be the character of an alliance be- 
tween such a nation and such a Confederacy ? 
it would be supremacy on the one hand, and de- 
pendence on the ether: it would be the worst kind 
of dependence, having all the disadvantages, and 
none of the advantages, of colonial dependence. 
In fact, the Southern Cenfederacy would be a 
mere colony of masters and slaves, to raise cotton 
Besides, sir, it is 


as it now existe in the South, would not last, m 


| MS present shape, for the space of twenty years im 
| that Southern Confederacy. 


The South might as 
well attempt to shut out the pressure of the at- 
mosphere, as to shut out the whole pressure of 


| the civilized world on its cherished institutions. 


Another Chinese wall would not be suflicient to 
protect the Confederacy trom the influences of 
Abolitionism flowing in upon it and invading it 
Sir, in 
saying this, | may be permitted to add, that the 


maintain a permanent equilibrium between States, || eflect of abolition at this time in the South would 


or nations, or parts of nations. But | am wasting | 
time unnecessarily upon such a subject. 
Now, sir, if all the dangers which the South 


sees in the far distant future, were, at this moment, | |- 
ing upon us, | would most re- || 


present and 


prove most disadvantageous to the slaves. | think 
the negroes would be the principal sufferers by the 
change. 

I listened the other day to the eloquent remarks 
of the gentleman from Kicginin, (Mr. Hunrer,} 


spectfully ask southern gentlemen to tell me what | and | hearuly concur with him in nearly all bie 


remedy they would propose in such a case? Say, 
a dissolution of this Confederacy—the peaceable 
separation of the States—an amicable destruction 

of this Government? 1 would just as soon expect | 





‘to see a high spirited southern gentleman stand up 


quietly to have the whip applied to his back, as to 
see the people of this country sit down quietly, 


of their Government: No, sir; the very attempt 
would be war; the beginning of a war of which 
none but God could foresee the end; a war of ex- 
termination and desolation; a continuous, 

perpetual war; a war to be transmitted from father 


| 
} 


and look tamely and unmoved on the destruction | 


opinions and statements, on this subject. All I 
have seen, and heard, and read, convince me that 
where there are two distinct races in the same 
community, one infertor and the other superior, 
like the negro and the whit¢ race, a state of mild 
and gentle slavery is the and happiest con- 
dition for the inferior race. Equality of mghts and 
equality in the hard struggle of lite, result in the 
insensible but certain extermination of the inferior 
race. You may give the slave liberty if you please, 
but that very liberty is his destruction. if you 


emancipate the slaves and wish to save the negro, 
you must separate the races. God only knows 
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how thie is to be done, but it is my solemn con- 
viction that the universal emancipation of the 
African race of this country would Jead to the 
gradual and insensible, but certain extinction of 
that race. 

Sir, the history of this very country proves the 
truth of this assertion. Where now are the Indian 
tribes that once roamed in wild freedom over this 
continent? The history of Mexico proves it. 
Where now are the Tlascalans, the Tolucans, 
the Aztecs, and the other numerous Indian nations 
of that we The history of the French and 
British West Indies proves it. It is a melancholy 
fact, but it is a fact, that the negroes in these islands 
are rapidly becoming extinct. But, sir, let the 


consequence be what it may to the negro, or the | 
white, my opinion is, that if a Southern Confed- | 


eracy ever constituted, (which God in his 
mercy avert!) the institution of slavery, as it now 


exists, will not continue in existence, in its present | 


shape, for a quarter of a century. 
Mr. President, | firmly believe that the rights 


of the South, notwithstanding all the annoyances || 
to which they are subjected, are better protected | 
under our present Constitution and Government | 


than they could possibly be by any other scheme 
or pian which the ingenuity of man could devise. 
They are protected against the foreign world, the 
world abroad—by the character, and power, and 
majesty of this great nation. They are protected 
from the North by the obligation and guarantees 
of the Constitution. 
say the North does not respect these guarantees. 
But f say the Constitution 1s @ restraint upon the 
North, a powerful restraint; it imposes some re- 
straint on all, even on the rankest Abolitionists; 
and it imposes a binding restraint upon all those, 
whatever may be their abstract opinions, who love 
their Constitution, and their Government, and their 
country—their whole country—and who prefer 
the safety and perpetuity of this great Republic to 
the abolition of slavery or the emancipation of the 
negro; and 1 need scarcely say that these consti- 
tute a vast majority of the northern people. 

It is my opinion, then, that the true policy as 
well as the duty of the South, is loyalty to the 
Constitution and fealty to the Government. This 
is the policy and the duty of the North also—the 

olicy and duty of the whole American people. 


t us preserve our Constitution, and fulfill all its | 
obligations with true American honor and honesty, | 
if we wish to preserve this great American repub- | 


lican Government. 
Senate. 
Several Senators. Go on as long as you wish. 
Mr. SHIELDS. 


1 will no longer detain the 


not wish to trespass any further. However, there 
is one matter I forgot to allude to. 1 have said 
that it is the duty and policy of the North as well 
as the South to stand honestly and faithfully by 
the Constitution—that every patriot and honest 
man is bound by its guarantees. In this spirit | 
am prepared to vote for any reasonable bill for the 
restoration of fugitive slaves. The clause of the 
Constitution which provides for this subject is as 
binding on me ae any other provision of that in- 
strument; and [am ready and willing to perform 
my obligation in this matter. I have done. 

Mr. MASON. Ido not mean now to go at 
large into a consideration of the questions that are 
pe before this Senate and balers the country. 

am restrained, sir, because I feel that both the 
State and the section of country which I represent, 
are standing in a decided and ascertained minori- 
ty. Ihave been made to feel, that what is, or what 


18 not to be done in reference to this question, | 


has not yet been disclosed by the majority. Ido 
not know what their purpose is, but | feel that | 


migfit do a wrong to those whom I represent, and | 


possibly to the southern States, were I at present 
to take any position thay might interfere with the 
future setilement of these questions. Sir, the 
point of division between the States where 
aluvery exists, and the States where slavery 
does not exist, is this? We claim, under the Con- 
stitution, a right in law, for all or any of our citi- 
zens to go into any territory belonging to the 
United States, with all or any of their property, 
and to reside there, and to enjoy it as their proper- 
ty, without molestation or hindrance, under the 
protection of the Constitution, so long as it remains 
a territory, We hold that a territory is, in the 
terms of the Constitution, “the property of all 


You will say no; you will || 


I thank the members of the || 
Senate for their kindness and patience, but I do | 
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| these United States, they have the right to go into 
| that territory, to reside there with their property, 


| and to enjoy it under the protection of the Consti- || 


| tution. ‘l'hat is the right, clearly, and I hope dis- 
|| tinctly, defined upon the part of the South, so far 
‘| as 1 understand it. What is said upon the other 
| side? It is said, that the majority of those who 
|| represent the people of the United States in Con- 
| gress, havea right by law, to prohibit the people 
'| of the southern States from taking one species of 
|| property into their territory; and that there is 
| nothing in the Constitution to prevent it. What 
'| is the position on the other side? Now, sir, not- 
withstanding what we have heard just now from 
the Senator over the way, (Mr. Suievps,] as to 
the consequence of the assertion of this mght on 
|| the part of the southern States—notwithstanding 
what may be his opinions of the impolicy of main- 
taining such a right on their part, they are pre- 
|| pared to assert it, and to make it good, cost what 
it may. Sir, the State of Virginia has asserted 
it; Mississippi has asserted it; Carolina has as- 
serted it; Georgia has asserted it; Alabama has 
asserted it; and what they shall do in such event, 


position is taken. 

Now, sir, I have said, and I repeat it, that I do 
not mean now to go into the discussion of the 
questions involved in this sectional division. I 
must wait until they are presented in a more prac- 
tical point of view. I have arisen principally to 
present, not so much to this Senate as to those I 
represent ata distance, what is the present posture 
of these questions. It is the motion of the honor- 
able Senator from Mississippi [Mr. Foore} to re- 
fer all these controverted questions to a select com- 
mittee, in the hope and the belief, expressed by 
ij that Senator, that it will be in the power of a com- 
mittee so raised to adjust them. What are the 

uestions? The organization of governments for 
| the territories—the expediency of creating one 
or more new states in Texas—the proposition for 
the purchase of her public lands—a proposition 
to define her boundaries, and a proposition to 
admit the Territory of California under the State 
Government which she has recently assumed. 
These are the questions. We are met at the 
threshold by a motion, coming from the State of 
Connecticut, by the honorable Senator over the 
way,.(Mr. Batpwin,] modified and adopted, | 
|| believe, by a Senator from Missouri, (Mr. Ben- 
| TON,] to except from that reference the question of 
'| the admission of California; and the reason avowed 
is, that the admission of California, as she is now 
presented under the constitution which the inhab- 
| tants of California have adopted, and with the 
|| boundaries which that constitution has prescribed, 
| must be taken up and entertained in this Senate as 
| aseparate question, to be decided upon its own 
| merits, separate from end unconnected with what 
} 
| 
| 
! 








we consider as kindred questions, and necessarily 

to be considered and adjusted at the same time. 
Now, sir, we were told yesterday, by the Sena- 

tor from Mississippi, [Mr. Foore,] who moved 


mitting California into this Union, before the other 
|| questions were settled, would be taken by the 
|| southern States as offensive—as indicating the 
|| purpose of the majority of Congress to exclude 
'| their people from all the territories; and further, 
‘| as he believed, the admission of California as a 
separate and independent question would involve 
|| a dissolution of this Union. Sir, upon this floor, 
|| under the grave and heavy responsibilities belong- 
ing to all of us, we are bound to form the best 
|| judgment of which we are capable, in the difficul- 
ties that surround us, and toexpress it. Sir, what 
the consequences may be of the admission of Cai- 
ifornia as she stands now, by a separate and inde- 
|| pendent vote, | am not prepared to say. It rests 
|| with others, not with me. But! am prepared to 
say this: that if it be done as the act of a majority, 
and against the united dissenting vote of all the 
slaveholding States, it will require no prophet to 
foretell what the consequences will be upon the 
minds of the southern people. Sir, lam not one 
of those, if there be any, who are opposed to the 
admission of California. Far from it. There is 
no man who sympathises more deeply than I do 
with the people now in that territory. There is 
no man who would go further, consistently with 
safety to others, to provide a government for 












is no longer a matter to be controverted. Their || 


this committee, that, in his judgment, the act ad- || 
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the United States;’’ and so long as the southern | them, or to ratif that which th oS 
|| States where slavery exists, are constituents of for themaelves. And it is that - nate Provided 


| from the necessit i inat thei are 
| from ssity of voting against their admi 
| sion into the’ Union that I deprecate the act 4 
_ thus proposed by a separate vote upon the ad e 
_ sion of California. Sir, the point at which th an 
tion of the States of the South has been levelled, 
_ in the settlement of this question, is the inter am 
tion of slavery in the territaries, passing under th. 
| modern historical name of the Wilmot. srovies : 
| the interdiction of slavery in the territories = 
| Now, sir, what is California at this day, at th 
| moment that I speak ? : , 
| 


What are the fe 
lations of that people to the United ease ; yin 
| fornia is a territory, nothing buta territory—anj 
_ I say it without the least disparagement to the ac 
tion of her ople in convention—California ig a 
| this day and this moment a territory, and known 
only as a territory to the Constitution and the laws 
| She cannot become a State, either in the accepty. 
| tion of national law, or within the interpretation 
| of our Constitution, until she becomes so by the 
peter of the Government of the United States 
the owner of the territory, or unless she should 
place herself in opposition to the Government, and 
_make good her claim, vindicating it by force ot 
arms. She now remains a territory; and with 
every disposition which I cordially entertain to 
throw no obstacle in the way of the people there in 
the formation of a State government, or of a recov. 
nition of a State government already formed, | am 
not prepared to do it, and I cannot do it, while jt 
| is in derogation of the rights of others—the rivhts 
| of citizens of the southern States. 7 
| The Senator from New Jersey, (Mr. Dayrtoy, 
who addressed the Senate some time ago, took the 
| ground distinctly, and avowed it in his place upon 
| this floor, that the question of the admission or non- 
| admission of California, was'the weakest form for 
| the South in which the question of slavery or ro 
| 


slavery could be presented. Why did he say so 

He said so because it might be considered as com. 

plicated with the right of a people to govern them. 

selves; and it might be ascribed to the South that 

their true objection to the admission of California, 
| should such objection be made, was, that in deci- 
| ding for themselves, the people had excluded 
| slavery. Now, sir, circumstances and events over 
| which none have control, have placed it in the 

power of those representing the free States here to 
| change the issue in form, although not in fact. 
| The attraction of the gold mines has hurried an 
| immense population into that territory, and the; 
| have felt themselves strong enough to assume an 
_ independent government. In doing this, they have 
assumed a boundary embracing the entire Pacific 
| front, and they have, by their fundamental law, 
excluded the people of all the southern States from 
| removing there with their slave property. Now, 
| sir, I have no desire, for all this, to remand them 
| to a territorial state, and, under proper conditions, 
| to refuse them admission into the Union, with such 
| Institutions as they deem best for themselves; but, 
before this is done, | am bound to insist on such 
a division of the common property that the rights 
of all shall be regarded. 

I understood the honorable Senator from Masss- 
| chusetts, [Mr. Wessrer,] in speaking of the ad- 
mission of this State of California, to say that his 
opinions upon that question were reserved; that 
he could see no reason at a future day to refuse 
admission to California with suitable boundaries. 
Since then, he has announced his purpose to be to 
admit her with her present boundaries. Now, 
Mr. President, what I wish to say to honorable Sen- 
ators who are prepared to vote for the admission 
of California with her limits as now prescribed— 
| if their true purpose be, as I doubt not it is, to do 
| no act gratuitously, which may prevent the adjust- 
_ment of our differences—is this: Forbear that 
vote until some disposition is made of the remain- 
ing territories. hy should it be done? Call- 
fornia has assumed the form of a State govern- 
ment, and is now, as we are informed, regularly 
organized—two houses of legislation, a judiciary, 
' and an executive, all appointed, all in operation. 
| IL am perfectly aware that their authority must be, 
| to a certuin extent, weakened, and, their resources 





not fully under the control of their people, that 
| new vigor and new life will be infused into them 
| 88 soon as their existence is acknowledged upon 
| the part of the United States, and they are admit 
ted into the Union. But { cannot see so great 4 





necessity for it as to have it done now, in a hu 
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; and prematurely, and before other kin- 
aeatoee are considered, the adjustment of 
which is to be vitally affected by such preference 

California. After the State is carved out, there 
neaine a territory in California two or three times 
a large in extent, and with some forty or fifty 
thousand peo; le, to be provided with a govern- 
Again, there is the Territory of New Mex- 
ico, pressing, bya petition on our tables, for a gov- 
ernment to protect them. I do not see why one | 
ig more pressing upon us than the other; but [I do 
we, although I cannot express it more forcibly 
than it was yesterday expressed by the Senator 
fom Mississippi, [Mr. Foore,) why a proper re- 
gard to a large portion of the States should require 
ystoact upon the territories before we act upon 
the State of California. : 

Sir, if there be a man upon this floor who hasa 
more sacred regard—a more superstitious attach- 
ment, if I may so express it—to the Constitution 
which now binds these States together than he 
who now addresses you, I do not know who he is. 
If there be a State in this Union which has given 
more undoubted proofs of loyalty to the Consti- 
tution than the State which I represent in part, I 
know not what State it is. 
that people as I know them, they would not re- 

ard the Constitution as worth the parchment on 
which it is impressed, if itis to be maintained 
at the expense of rights which they intended it 
should secure. No, sir, just as cordially as they 
came into this Union, so will they go out of it 


ment. 





when they are satisfied that the bonds of Union || 


are regarded by the majority only for the purpose 
of oppression. 

Now, Mr. President, I submit it to honorable 
Senators who have at heart, as I know they have, 
the preservation of the Union, and the design to | 
save any or all from the consequences of disunion 
which have been so strikingly depicted here—I 
call upon them to pause before they bring into it 
the State of California, under the constitution | 
adopted by her people, before some final disposi- | 
tion has been made of the great questions yet un- 
decided in reference to the government of the re- | 
maining territories. 

Sir, [hope I am no alarmist; I feel no alarm 
myself; but I know the people of the country 
from which [I come, well. I believe 1 know the 
people of the southern States, through their repu- | 
tation and by their acts. [know their deeply ex- | 
cited feeling; and I know that nothing can bring 
home to them a keener sense of their condition as 
a hopeless minority, nothing will more fill them 
with alarm, than the admission of another free 
State carved out of the territory in dispute, before 
the question of prohibiting slavery in the territo- 
ries that remain is finally disposed of. 

Mr. President, I repeat again, and I believe in so 
doing, express the sentiment of the people of those 
States, that there are none who are against the ad- 








But, sir, knowing || 


|| stand, and as they have been reported. And, that 





mission of California as a State, or who desire to 


have her delayed longer than is necessary to the pro- || suggested, as the terms of the Constitution may 
tection of their rights and their safety: 1 mean Cali- || 


fornia with suitable boundaries—a question which IL 
may discuss when the proposition toadmit Califor- 
nia comes directly before us—boundaries which 
will leave to the people of those States the liberty 
of enjoying a portion of that territory, should they 
think proper to do so, or it be found adapted to 
their condition. 

We have heard here from various quarters, and 
from high quarters, and repeated on all hands— 
repeated here again to-day by the honorable Sen- 
ator from Illinois, [Mr. Sureips,] that there is a 
law of nature which excludes the southern people 
from every portion of the State of California. I 


now of no such law of nature—none whatever; | 


but 1 do know the contrary, that if California had 
n organized with a territorial form of govern- 
ment only, and for which, at the last two sessions 
of Congress, she has obtained the entire southern 
vote, the people of the southern States would have 
gone there freely, and have taken their slaves there 
in great numbers. They would have done so be- 
cause the value of the labor of that class would 
have been a nied to them many hundred fold. 
Why, in the debates which took place in the con- 
vention in California which formed the constitution, 
and which any Senator can now read for himself, 
afer the provision exclading slavery was 
upon, it was proposed to prohibit the African race 
altogether, free as well as bond. A debate arose 
upon it; and the ground was distinctly taken, as 





shown in those debates, that if the entire African 

race was not excluded, their labor would be found | 
so valuable that the owners of slaves would bring | 
| them there, even though slavery were prohibited, | 
| under a contract to manumit them in two or three | 
years. And it required very little reasoning, on 
the part of those opposed to this class of popula- 
tion, to show that the productiveness of their labor | 
would be such as to cause that result. An estimate 





was gone into with reference to the value of the | 
| labor of this class of people, showing that it would | 
| be increased to such an extent in the mines of | 
California that they could not be kept out. It was | 
agreed that the labor of a slave in any one of the | 
States from which they would be taken was not | 
worth more than one hundred or one hundred and | 
fifty dollars a year, and that in California it would | 
be worth from four to six thousand dollars. They | 
would work themselves free in one or two years, | 
and thus the country would be filled by a class of | 
| free blacks, and their former owners have an ex- | 
cellent bargain in taking them there. 

I do not mean to go now into what may be suit- | 
able boundaries. 1 may do so when the question 

is ae before us, and shall be disposed to deal 
as liberally as a proper regard to the rights of others | 
will admit. The people now in California have | 
gone from every quarter of this country.: There | 
are among them my neighbors and friends, and 
in large numbers, in whose success and welfare I 
feel a deep interest. Those with whom I act can 
have no interest or object in defeating or in delay- 
ing their elevation to the platform of the States—no 
| purpose to interfere with any policy they may 

deem most conducive to their welfare. ut, on 
| their part, they can have no just ground of com- 
| plaint if, while portioning them off in independ- 
| ence, we retain for others who may come after 
| them a reasonable share of the common property. 
| The question of boundary, sir, is one not proper | 
to be left altogether to the interested party. Con- | 
gress should determine it with due regard certainly | 
| to the interests of those in possession, but with an | 
| eye always to the rights and interests of all the 
| people of all the States. 
But, sir, to come back to the matter in reference 
| to which principally I have risen. The Senator 
from Mississippi, [Mr. Foore,] who has taken 
this subject in charge, informs us that the territo- 
rial bills are in posture of legislative precedence, 
and that to act first on the California bill will be 
_ to put them back in order to give precedence to 
| California. 

The same effect will be produced if we detach 
the California bill from the proposed reference. I 
suggest, therefore, that we take up these territorial 
| bills, and pass them in the order in which they 
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being done, the way is open for the admission of | 
California as one of the States of the Union, sub- 


_ may be found right, or such conditions, if any be 





require. 
‘Mr. UNDERWOOD. I will venture to submit 
| a few remarks upon the proper course of proceed- 
ing in relation to this subject. When the Senator 





| ject only to such modifications of boundary as | 


| 
! 
} 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 











from Mississippi first submitted his resolution | 
|| was against raising this committee and making 
|| the reference at that time, because I thought there 
| were other members who might be desirous of 
| submitting their views, and that they ought to 


| have the whole subject before them to debate upon | 
| as broad as it had been presented by my col- | 


league’s resolutions. If there be any member on 
this floor who wishes that broad latitude to speak 
upon, [ would still be disposed to continue the 
whole subject before the Senate, so as to give 
them opportunity; but, if there be none such, f 
am willing to adopt the resolution offered by the 
gentleman from Mississippi, in the hope of avoid- 
ing the disagreeable predicament in which some 
Senators will consider themselves to be placed, as 
is indicated by the Senator from Virginia. | think 
that, in matters of great moment, such as those we 
now have to act upon, we ought to consult, as far 
as we can, the feelings of every one, and try, as 
far as we can, not to create any just foundation for 
complaint on the part of any one. With these 
views, I shall vote against the amendment pro- 
posed by the Senator from Connecticut, hoping 
that if the committee be raised at all—and I be- 
lieve, sir, I shall vote for raising it—that not only 





the bill for the admission of California, but the | 
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territorial bills shall also go to that committee; 
and trusting also that the committee will first act 
upon the bill providing for the reclamation of fugi- 
tive slaves, and then make a recommendation to 
the Senate and the country in relation to all the 
other bilis; and that when they come back again, 
we shall take them up.in the order the committee 
Send them, and act upon them in that order. 

‘here will then be a pledge, sir, as far as the rec- 
ommendation of the committee can operate, that a 
compromise in relation to these lils shall be car- 
ried out. 

In that order | would advise the committee to 
proceed. In the first place, proceed with the bill 
for the reclamation of fugitive slaves. That is the 
first step towards settling the agitations of the 
country. In the next place, take up either the ter- 
ritorial bills, or the bill admitting California as a 
State, and admit California, regulating the bounda- 
ries, either changing them or letung them remain 
as they are; and then pass the territorial bills with- 
out any proviso, thus leaving the question of 
slavery, its existence or non-existence, its intro- 
duction or non-introduction, to depend entirely 
upon the legislation of the people of the territories, 
or upon the judicial interpretation of the constitu- 
tion as contended for by some gentiemen of the 
South. It then becomes a judicial question; for, 
if a slave be introduced into New Mexico or Utah, 
the question arises for the judges to decide under 
the constitution, as it now exists, unless the legia- 
lature of the territory acts upon it, whether the 
slave can be held in bondage in a land made free 
by Mexican law? If that course would be adopted 
by the committee, and they should give to it the 
weight of their high recommendation, it would 
relieve, to some extent, the embarrassment which 
some gentlemen seem to labor under in regard to 
the admission of California under present circum- 
stances. 

1 do not think that, if even the California bill 
was taken up first, and she was admitted, the con- 
sequences are to result which my friend from Vir- 
ginia has pointed out, and which were somewhat 
more plainly indicated by the Senator from Mis- 
sissippi on yesterday. 1 donotthink, sir, thatany 
such consequences ought to result, or will result; 
but | have so much respect for the opinions and 
feelings of those gentlemen, and for others with 
whom they are associated, and for whom they no 
doubt feel themselves authorized to speak, that I 
will not force upon them the adoption or rejection 
of measures, or a vote upon these highly import- 
ant subjects, of such vital interest, as they con- 
ceive, to their constituents—I say | will not force 
it upon them, when they protest against it, and 
thus bring them to do an act which they think 
will lead to such injurious consequences. There- 
fore, for one, | am willing to adopt the resolution 
which was originally proposed to raise this com- 
mittee, and refer all the subjects to their con- 
sideration; and | trust that the commitiee will be 
able to make their report in a week or two at the 
furthest. 

Mr. FOOTE, (in his seat.) By Monday. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. The sooner the better, 
in my opinion. Meantime, I think the remarks of 
the Senator from Virginia are entitled to some 
weight. The government of California is organ- 
ized; the State government is going on; and she 
can suffer no inconvenience or injury from a slight 
procrastination of her admission. To be sure, it 
may be a matter of some little personal conve- 
nience to herself that her respected delegation 
should be admitted on this floor as soon as possi- 
ble; but it will be but a temporary delay; at all 
events, one which will be remedied ina few weeks, 
if the course pursued here is one tending to har- 
mony. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question now 
before the Senate is, the motion of the Senator 
from Connecticut, to amend the resolution offered 
by the Senator from Missouri. 

Upon this motion Mr. BENTON asked the 
yeas and nays; and they were ordered. 

Mr. BUTLER. | have no idea of detaining 
the Senate long, and | have arisen only to state, 
that I concur entirely with what has been said by 
my friend from Virginia, and to offer a suggestion 
or two before the vote is taken on this question. It 
is now in the power of a majority to rescue the 
Union, and to save one portion of this coun 
from mortification and insult, by making sac 
issues as at least will be consistent with their 











righus. Suppose that, under the existing state of | with the other territories, for which governments 


things, California is admitted with her present 
boundaries—as some of us propost—by a disre- 
gard of a practical and fundamental principle in 
the Constitution of the United States. There are 


those who can reconcile it to their consciences to _ 


1 
4 
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waive all objection, and organize California into a | 


State, Ido not say that | am one of them; but I 
do say, that if you admit California, with her pres- 
ent boundaries, separately, you do an act of usur- 
pation. And what comes next? 


Why, the terri- | 


torial bills will be brought forward, the Wilmot | 


proviso incorporated into them, or you refuse to 
give any government at all, on the ground that by 
waiting, they can gradually be brought in, as Cal- 
ifornia seeks now to be brought in, by assuming a 
position which the Constitution itself would not 
have authorized, under the origmal practice of this 
Government. The Wilmot proviso, then, is put 
into these territorial governments, or else no gov- 
ernment is given to them at ali—leaving them to 
come in, in the course of time, as California seeks 
to come in. And the result of this action will be 
nothing more nor less than the exclusion of slavery. 
I do not undertake to say whether slavery will 
go there or not. If it may not go there because of 
the laws of nature, it is an insult to the South to 
have it prohibited by special enactment. But if 
the Wilmot proviso is put upon these territorial 
bills—I shall utter no threat—I shall not say what 
influence it will have upon the temper of the south- 
ern people—I never have stated it—but | think I 
understand our people very well, and I think they 
fully understand their rights, and will maintain 
them. Sir, to make experiments of this kind up- 


on the feelings of the South, | consider an act—if | 


I may be allowed so to speak—of almost criminal 
temerity. You would force California upon us, 
and then put into the territorial bills the Wilmot 
woviso, or what is equivalent to it. If California 
is associated with those measures which are in- 
tended to be presented in one general compromise, 
L will not say there will not be acquiesence in the 
course; for | am not prepared to state how far an 
adjustment of that character will satisfy every sec- 
tion of this Union; but if you take these issues 
one by one, and leave the majority at liberty to 
use its power on the ether questions which have 
been raed, you are presenting a most terrific and 
disagreeable issue to the American people. 

* Mr. CLAY. Pbelreve that the immediate ques- 
tion before the Senate is a proposition for amend- 
ment, made either from this or the other side of 
the house, to the motion of the honorable Senator 
from Mississippi, to refer this-subject to a com- 
mitiee of thirteen; a proposition, the object of 
which is to except from the general reference the 
particular subject of California. 

Mr. President, no one more than I do can de- 
plore what is the manifest state of feeling and re- 
lation of parties at this time, in both Houses of 
Congress. tis ina great measure the result of 
those most unhappy agitations which prevail in 


Congress, and throughout the country. These | 


agitations have engendered feelings of distrust of 
the honor and fidelity with which, one portion of 
the common subject being disposed of, the other 
portions of the same subject may be finally dis- 
posed of. Sir, [do not partake of these feelings 
to the extent which, | apprehend, some others 
mey. From the first moment of my entry into 
this house until this, my anxious desire has been 
to see these great questions settled and adjusted 
emicably, and to see harmony and concord, and 
fraternal affection once more restored to this divi- 
ded, and, for the moment, unhappy, country; 


are proposed, of the recently acquired or con- 
| quered provinces. I am ready to vote for them, 
either separately or conjointly, with or without 
| the boundaries which she has prescribed for her- 
self, but rather acquiescing, under all the cireum- 
stances of the case, in the boundary which she 
has herself prescribed. I repeat, 1 am ready to 
vote for her admission, at any time, and under 
any cireumstances, separately or conjointly. I 
confess to you, sir, that when the message of the 
President, communicating the constitution of Cal- 


|| ifornia, was first received in the Senate chamber, 


| the government of the territories. 


| | was inclined to immediate and prompt action 
| upon the message, so as to admit at once the dele- 
| gation from California, who had come so far, and 

traveled at such an inclement season of the year, 
/under such unfavorable circumstances, and thus 
| constituting this infant and inchoate State one of 
| the States of this Union. I think it ought to have 
— done instantly, promptly; but it has not been 
| done. 

Causes which I did not anticipate have brought 
into existence excited feelings, and a degree of 
| Opposition, and have produced procrastination in 
| reference to the subject, of which we were totally 

unaware. And now, sir, 1 say to those who are 
| friendly to the admission of California, and who 
| constitute, | believe, a large majority of this bedy, 
_and who are friendly to a prompt and immediate 
| admission of California, that | have been forced 
| by circumstances to come to the conclusion and 

belief that the most rapid mode in which you can 
| get California admitted as a member of the Union, 
is by combining in the same bill provisions for 
her admission and provisions for the government 
of the new territories; that if you propose— 
though I will not go into minute circumstances— 
if you propose the admission of California separ- 
ately, there will be danger of opposition to the 
| passage of the measure, which will delay, if it do 
not ultimately defeat, its passage a much longer 
time than would be consumed by taking the course 
| of uniting the admission of California with meas- 
| ures for establishing governments for the other 
| territories. | have heard it said that it was dis- 

respectful to California. How, | would ask, is it 
| disrespectful to California to combine her in a bill 
| which shall not only provide for her speedy ad- 
| mission, but shall also provide governments for 
| the territories? I can conceive of no disrespect 
| being offered to her by pursuing such a course, 
| There is no more disrespect in putting her ina 

bill- with other kindred measures, than there would 
| be in placing a bill for her admission exclusively, 
/on the statute books, which shall contain other 
| bills and laws in relation to the government of the 

territories. There is no disrespect in this; it is 
| imaginary—in my humble conception it is idle to 
‘affirm it. If you want her speedily admitted, give 
| her admission, and provide at the same time for 
And, sir, is 
| there not something exceedingly suitable in a com- 
bination of these measures? By doing so, you at 
once make an arrangement for the government of 
all the territories acquired from Mexico; giving a 
| government, to be sure, of one description to one 
| and another to another, but still giving them all 





i ——— suited to their respective conditions. 


8 there anything injurious, anything improper in 
it? Then, sir, there is another great recommend- 
| ation in favor of this course, which 1s, that we are 
| aiming at a compromise, a specific settlement—a 
| compromise that shall lead to the restoration of 
| peace and harmony among this disturbed and dis- 
| tracted people. As a compromise, you may put 


anil, sir, acting upon this feeling, | have favored || into the bill as many kindred subjects as it is 


every proposition which has been offered, which 
looked to such a termination of the subject as | 
have described. Leas confident, perhaps, than 


practicable to insert. 1 do not wholly concur with 
| my colleague—though | am happy (o say we gen- 
| erally agree—in regard to his suggestion of addi 


others may be, in regard to particular modes of | to this bill a provision for the restoration of fugi- 


adjusting the question, | have been for embracing 
them all, no matter from whatquarter they might 
eome—every one which looked toward restoring 
union end harmony among this people. When 
therefore, the Senator from Mississippi 
the propesiuon that is now under consideration, | 
wae ready to vote for it; if no could be ac- 
complished by it, | believed at least that it would 
dono harm. And it is a great recommendation 
to any project that it has the ebject in view to 
which | have weferred. 

Sir, | am ready, for one, to vote for the admis- 
sion of California separately, or in conjunction 











| tive slaves; but I insist upon it, that ail that relates 
to California, and all that relates to governments 
for the territories, and, if you please, the adjust- 
mentof the boundary of Texas—although, per- 
haps, it would be better to leave that out—are 
kindred subjects, and are all proper to be inserted 
in the same common bill. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. My colleague is mis- 
taken in supposing that I want the bill for the 
reclamation of fugitive slaves to be made a part of 
ithe same bill which provides for the admission of 
\Caiifornia. I only suggested that it should go to 
the same commiuee. 


| 
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April 5, 

Mr. CLAY. I was not present during .,. 
whole time my colleague oes addressin® af 
Senate; but I understood him to signify that th 
subjects should all be embraced in the same |, my 
The condition of my health scarcely justifies - : 
being here atall; but such is the deep inextinguisi- 
able anxiety [ feel on this subject, that, even ., 
the risk of injury to my personal health I feel 
an irrepressible inclination always tobe at i 
post. y 
Sir, I have explained what I am inclined to 
think is the best course to be pursued in relation 
to this subject. 1 think that the whole subject and 
all parts of the subject, in reference to proprie, 
and concurrence, and common character and sym. 
pathy between them, should be treated in cor)j. 
nation, as | have suggested. That combination 
can be disrespectful to no one and to no portion of 
the country; and it is a combination that is most 
likely to terminate the unhappy difficulties jy 
which we find ourselves placed at the earliest 
and in the most satisfactory manner. 

Entertaining these views, I had risen for the 
purpose of stating that I cannot vote for the amend. 
ment @vhich has been proposed by the Senator 
from Connecticut; | had hoped indeed that, on re. 
flection, that amendment would have been with. 
drawn. Sir, it seems to me wholly incompatiije 
with the purposes and the circumstances under 
which the committee is to be formed. Why, sir 
whén you constitute a committee of thirtecén, for 
the purpose of endeavoring to arrange all these 
subjects, will you manacle them, will you tie their 
hands in regatd to one of the most imporiant 
branches of the subject? No, sir; if the amend- 
ment prevail, there will be no advantagei n raising 
acommittee of thirteen, and, for one, l would ag 
soon vote against it as for it. 

Mr. BENTON. On the reception of the Pregj. 
dent’s message transmitting the constitution of 
California, a proposition was made to refer this 
subject to the Committee on the Territories, and [ 
believe I was the first to propose that the question 
of the admission of California as a State should 
be excepted from the general subjects which went 
to that committee. And when that proposition 
got overslaughed—I do not know how, for things 
get overlooked and run over here, and | cannot 
pretend to follow them up—when it was after- 
ward proposed by my friend from Connecticut, 
[Mr. Batpwin,] to except the question of the ad- 
mission of the State of California from the partic- 
ular motion to refer all these subjects to a commit- 
tee of thirteen, having beén thinking somewhat on 
the subject, I suggested to him a modification of 
his motion, which he accepted. It is to be sup- 
posed, then, that I have been thinking on this sub- 


day 


ject, and that | have some reasons for my opinion 


that California ought to be considered separately. 
I had reasons then, and they have become stronger, 
much stronger to-day than they were then. And 
I had intended, after hearing everything gentlemen 
had to say on this subject, if no one proclaimed 
the sentiments which | myself entertained, to take 
an occasion, before the question was disposed of, 
to give the reasons to the Senate which induced 
me to believe that the admission of California 
should be considered as a separate question. It 
has been my intention to do so; and, sir, | will 
say that, at the head of the considerations which 
appeal for the admission of California, stands the 
course of honorable action. And J, for one, will 
never consent to make the admission of that Slate 
weigh in the balance against the catching of runa- 
way negroes; | never will consent to the bringing 
of a State into this Union in that way. No one 
State has ever yet been subjected to such a 
condition. Nor will I go through the forms of 
adopting a system of measures which is to have 
the obligatory form of a compromise, and that 
upon California, while she herself stands as an 
outeast repulsed from our doors—to our binding 
her to a system of measures, and she not here to 
say aye or no to it. Sir, 1 entertain this feeling, 
and [ have some reasons for it, more than | can 
give to-night, 

Mr. CASS. If the Senator will permit, I will 
move an adjournment. 


Mr. BENTON, Very well, sir; I can hardly 
expect to go on with a subject of this kind 
to-night. “i ' 

And then, on motion, the Senate adjourned until 
Monday next. 
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~~ HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Mowpar, -4pril 8, 1850. 
The Journal of Friday last was read and ap- 


roved. 

. Mr. BAYLY moved that the rules be suspended, 
and that the House resolve itself into Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, 

Mr. VINTON said he hoped the motion would 
not be agreed to. He held in his hand a resolu- 
tion which he was ey desirous to present 
for the immediate consideration of the House. 


THE CENSUS. 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, suggested 
to the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Bayty,] to 
withdraw his motion for a moment, to enable him 
(Mr. T.) to reporta bill, from the Committee on 
the Judiciary, providing for taking the next census. 

Mr. BAYLY assented. 

So the motion was withdrawn. 

Mr. THOMPSON, from the Committee on the | 
Judiciary, by unanimous consent of the House, 


reported a bill providing for taking the seventh || the motion of Mr. Vinton to suspend the rules 


census, or enumeration of the inhabitants of the | 
United States. 

The bill having been read twice by its title, 

On motion by Mr. THOMPSON, it was re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, and ordered to be printed. 





Mr. THOMPSON then desired to move that |) 


the bill be made the special order of the day for 
Thursday next. 

The SPEAK aid, that the unanimous con- 
sentof the House, or that not being obtained, a 
suspension of the rules would be requisite.to 
enable the gentleman to submit the motion. | 

Objection was made. 

Mr. THOMPSON moved that the rules of the | 
House be suspended for the purpose of enabling | 
him to submit his motion. 

jut afier a brief conversation with the Speaker, | 


to provide that the bill should be made the special 
order of the day for Thursday next, and from | 
day to day thereafter until it shall have been finalfy 
disposed of. 

The question, ‘* Shall the rules of the House be | 
suspended ?” was then taken and decided in the 
afirmative, (two-thirds voting in favor thereof.) | 

So the rules were suspended, 

Mr. THOMPSON then submitted his motion, 
which was agreed to without a division. 

So the census bill was made the special order of 
the day for Thursday next, and from day to day 
thereafter until it shall have been finally disposed 
ol. 

THE SEARCH FOR SIR JOHN FRANKLIN. 


Mr. VINTON rose and (very imperfectly heard | 
from his distant place) was understood to say, that 
on Saturday last he had received from the city of 
New York a memorial praying the aid of Con- | 
gress in the expedition now fitting out from that 
city, to go in search of Sir John Franklin, by 
allowing certain seamen—some thirty in number— | 
to be transferred from the navy of the United States | 
tothat expedition. If anything was done in the 











matter, it should be done immediately. Every | 
gentleman was aware of the interest which had 


been felt throughout the civilized world in the fate | 


of Sir John Franklin and his companions. He 


(Mr. V.) had drawn up a joint resolution, and he | 


would now move that the rules of the House be 
suspended for the purpose of enabling him to in- 
troduce it at this time. 

The resolution.was then read by its title, as a 
resolution “*to aid in the search for Sir John 
Franklin and his companions.” 

Mr. PRESTON KING called for the reading 
of the resolution. 

And it was read through. 

Mr. JONES. [call for the yeas and nays on 
the motion to suspend the rules, Whether Sir 
John Franklin be alive or dead, I, for one, will 
not send after him. If Queen Victoria wants to 
— _ her lost nobles, let her fit out expeditions 
erself, 

The SPEAKER. The motion to suspend the 
rules is not debatable. “ 
_Mr. CARTTER said, he desired to put a ques- 
tion to the mover of this resolution. 

The SPEAKER sail the gentleman could ask 
the question only by unanimous consent. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBR. 


Mr. -CARTTER. I desire to ask the question 
with a view to the regulation of my vote. 

The SPEAKER. No conversation is in order 
at this time. 

Mr. CARTTER. It is competent for me, I 
believe, to make an inquiry of the Chair? 

The SPEAKER. The Speaker cannot say, 
until he knows what the inquiry is. 

Mr. CARTTER. The point upon which I de- 
sire to be informed is this—does this resolution 
involve anything more than what appears upon the 
face of it? I should like to know whether the res- 
olution involves an appropriation of money? for 
my vote will be regulated by that fact. 

The SPEAKER. The inquiry is not in order. 

Mr. VINTON desired the consent of the House 

| to er to the inquiry of the gentleman from 
Ohio, (Mr. Cartrer ] 
The SPEAKER said, the gentleman could re- 
| spond only by unanimous consent. 
| Objection was made. 
| The SPEAKER then put the question on the 
| demand of Mr. Jones for the yeas and nays on 


for the purpose of enabling him to introduce the 
resolution. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. McCLERNAND desired, he said, to ask 
a question either of the gentleman from Ohio, 
| (Mr. Vinron,] or of the Speaker. 

The SPEAKER said, no inquiries were in 
order except by the unanimous consent of the 
House. 

Mr. McCLERNAND was understood to say, 
that he understood that Sir John Franklin had 
| been found. 

The SPEAKER said, the Chair must rule all 


|| these inquiries and remarks irregular and out of 


order. 
Mr. McMULLEN desired to be informed by 
the Speaker, whether it would be in order for him 


Mr. T. said he would so modify his motion as || *°,move that the resolution be laid upon the table. 


| The SPEAKER said, such a motion could not 
be entertained. The resolution was not yet before 
the House, and the pending question was on the 
motion to suspend the. rules for the purpose of 
enabling the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. Vinton} 
to introduce it. 

And the question, ‘‘Shall the rules be suspended?” 
was then taken, and decided in the negative— 
yeas 107, nays 55, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Alston, Anderson, Andrews, Ashe, Beale, 
Booth, Bowie, Breck, Briggs, Buel, Burrows, Thomas B. 
Butler, Joseph P. Caldwell, Calvin, Camphell, Cartter, Ca- 
sey, Clark, Cleveland, Clingman, Conger, Corwin, Crowell, 
Deberry, Dickey, Dimmick, Disney, Doty, Durkee, Fowler, 
Gentry, Giddings, Goodenow, Gou, Grinnell, Harlan, Hay- 
| mond, Henry, Hilliard, Hoagland, Houston, Howe, Inge, 
Wiliam T. Jackson, James L. Johnson, Julian, George G. 
King, James G. King, John A. King, Leffler, Job Mann, 
Mason, Matteson, McDonald, McKirsock, MeLanahan, 
Meacham. Moore, Morehead, Morris, Morae, Nelson, Ogle, 
Otis, Peek, Potter, Putnam, Reed, Reynolds, Rockwell, 
Root, Rose, Rumsey, Sackett, Sawtelle, Schenck, Scher- 
| merhorn, Schoolcraft, Seddon, Shepperd, Silvester, Spaul- 

ding, Sprague, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, 
Alexander H. Stephens, Thaddens Stevens, Taylor, James 
Thompson, Jobn B. Thompson, William Thompson, Thur- 
man, Toombs, Venable, Vinton, Walden, Waldo, Watkins, 
Weillbirn, Wentworth, White, Williams, Wilmot, Wilson, 
Winthrop, and Wood—107. 

NAYS—Messrs. Albertson, Averett, Bay, Bayly, Bissell, 
Bocock, Bokee, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, Albert G. Brown, 
William J. Brown, Joseph Cable, Williamson R. W. Cobb, 
Duuham, Featherston, Gerry, Gorman, Green, Hall, Ham- 
ilton, Haralson, Isham G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, ‘| hos. 
L. Harris, Howard, Hubbard, James Jackson, Andrew 
| Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, Jones, Kaufman, Preston 
King, La Sére, Liwlefield, MeCiernand, McDowell, Me- 
Mullen, McQueen, Miller, Orr, Parker, Peaslee, Pheips, 
Powell, Richardson, Robinson, Rose, Savage, Stetson, 
Sweetser, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Wallace, Whituesey, 
and Young—55. 


So two-thirds not voting in the affirmative, the 
rules were not suspended. 

And the resolution was not introduced. 

Mr. BAYLY moved that the House resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, hoped that 
the gentleman would withdraw that motion for a 
moment, toenable him (Mr. T’.)to present and have 
referred certain joint resolutions of the Legislature 
of Mississippi. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 
Virginia [Mr. Bayty]} withdraw his motion? 

r. BAYLY assented. 

So the motion to go into Committee of the Whole 

on the state of the Union was withdrawn. 
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Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, addressed 
the Chair. 

Mr. WENTWORTH called for the order of 
the day. 

Mr. THOMPSON claimed the floor. 

The SPEAKER said that éf the regular order of 
business was insisted’ upon, the Speaker must 
proceed to call the States in their order for petitions, 
unless the gentleman from Mississippi, [Mr. 
THompson,) should move a suspension of the rales 
for the purpose of enabling him to present the res- 
olutions he had indicated. A call for the order of 
the day, amounted to an objection to any other 
business, except that which was regularly in order. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi. ‘I ask the 
unanimous consent of the House to present these 
resolutions, and I do not think that the gentleman 
‘rom Illinois [Mr. Wentworte] will object when 
he knows what they are. 


THE LATE WAR WITH GREAT BRITAIN. 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, asked the 
unanimous consent of the House to present certain 
resolutions of the Legislature of the State of Mis- 
sissippi, in favor of a grant of bounty-lands to the 
soldiers of the war of 1812 with Great Britain. 

Mr. T. desired to move that the resolutions be 
referred to the Committee on Military Atlairs, 
and that they be printed. 

THE OHIO RAILROAD. 

Mr. THOMPSON also asked the unanimous 
consent of the House to introduce certain reselu- 
tions of the Legislature of the State of Missisippi, 
in favor of a grant of land to aid in the construction 
of the Ohio railroad. 

Mr T. desired to move that the resolutions be 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands, and 
that they be printed. 

The SPEAKER. Is there any abjection? 

Mr. WENTWORTH, witha remark not heard, 
persisted in the demand for the order of the day. 

So neither of the two sets gf resolutions offered 
by Mr. Tuomreson were received. 

Mr. BAYLY moved that the rules be suspended, 
and that the House resolve itself into Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, requested 
the gentleman from Virginiag Mr. Bayvy] vw with- 
draw the motion, 

Mr. BAYLY declined again to withdraw the 
motion. 

Mr. CASEY ealled for the yeas and nays on 
the motion, which were refused. 

And the question, ** Will the House resolve itself 
into Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union?” was then taken, and the vote was declared 
to be ayes 73, noes 62. 

Tellers were called for and appointed, Messrs. 
Kine, of Rhode Island, and Venasie, of North 
Carolina. 

And the question was again taken and decided 
in the affirmative—ayes 85, noes 67. ; 

So the motion was agreed to. 

CALIFORNIA. 

Whereupon, the House resolved itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr, 
Born, of Kentucky, in the chair,) and resumed the 
consideration of the California question. 

Mr. WALLACE addressed the committee upon 
the slavery question. He reviewed the history of 
the action of the northern people and States upon 
the subject of slavery, especially during the last 
Presidential canvass and the last few years, detail- 
ing the wrongs and aggressions inflicted upon the 
constitutional rights of the South, and denouncing 
the doctrine of non-extension—upon which he con- 
sidered the entire North—Democrats, Whigs, Abo- 
litionists, and Free Soilers united—as but the means 
by which the ultimate abolition of slavery in the 
States was to be accomplished—quoting in proof 
of such a design from the speeches of Messrs. 
Srevens, of Pennsylvania, and Mann. He argued 
that the design of the North was to continue and in- 
crease its preponderance of power in the Genera! 
Government in order to crush the South. If the 
doctrine of non-extension were carried out, he com- 
puted that the free States might eventually number 
some forty-six, and the slave States not more than 
eighteen. He opposed the admission of California 
at the presenttime. He despaired of protection for 
southern rights by the constitutional veto—a Presi- 
dent having been elected, who in advance had re- 
pudiated the exercise of that power—and in cage 
the North peraisted in their assaults upon the integ- 





Eee 
rity of the Constitution and upon southern rights 
in the territories and in the States, he advocated a 
southern convention in which the people of the 
South would decide for themselves upon the proper 
means to be resorted to in redress of grievances 
and defence of rights. He was arrested in the 
midst of his remarks by the expiration of the hour, 
and gave notice that he would write out and pub- 
lish the whole speech. [It will be published in the 
—— 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Kentucky, followed in a 
speech upon the same general subject. He depre- 
cated the excitement existing between the differ- 
ent sections of the Union, and denied that it had 
originated wholly or mainly—vs was ofien charged 
—with the South. He opposed the admission 
of California, at this time, as an independent 
question; but desiring a full settlement of all the 
vexed territorial questions, declared his willing- 
ness to vote for its admission, if coupled with a 
bill, establishiug territorial governments over the 
remaining territories, containing no provision upon 
the subject of slavery. He desired the inhabi- 
tants of the other territories, in forming State con- 
stitutions, to be left free to settle the question of 
the existence or non-existence of slavery within 
their own limits, as the people of California had 
done. He enforced the necessity of a settlement 
at this time, in a spirit of compromise and justice 
to all parties, of all disputed questions between 
the North and South, arising out of the subject of 
slavery; declared his heartfelt devotion to the 
union of the States, and discountenanced the idea 
of dissolution being necessary to secure the rights, 
or advance the interests of any section. 

[ His speech will be published in the Appendix. ] 

Mr. J. having conciuded— 

Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee, obtained the floor, 
but yielded for a motion that the committee rise. 

The motion having prevailed— 

The committee rose and reported. 

Mr. CONGER agked leave to withdraw from 
the files of the House, for the purpose of laying 
before one of the departments, the papers in the 
ease of John pes ey The motion waa agreed to. 

On motion by Mr. WOOD, leave was granted to 
withdraw from the files of the House the papers 
in relation to the re@lutionary services of Capt. 
John Thomas, of the Virginia navy, with the view 
of preparing an argument, and of presenting the 
case at the Pension Office. 

Mr. KAUFMAN asked the unanimous consent 
of the House to offer the following resolution, 
which was read for information: 

Whereas it appears from a publication in the Washington 
Republic, that James 8. Calhoun, the Indian Agent for Santa 
F4, appouted by the President, instead of attending solely 
to his duties as such Federal officer, is endeavoring to in- 
cite the people of Santa Fé and vicinity to form a State in 
derogation of the claims of Texas to said territory; and 
whereas such interference is improper: Therefore, 

1. Resolved, ‘That the President be requested to inform 
this House whether such interference on the part of said 
Indian Agent, is without Executive approval. : 

2. Resolved, That the President be requested to inform 
this House whether any of the officers of Government have 
been instructed by him or the Secretary of War, to prejudice 
the claims of Texas to Santa Fé by inducing the people of 
that place and vicinity to form a State government. 

3. Resolved, ‘that the President be requested to inform 
this House whether any of the instructions issued by the 
previous Administration to the military officers at Santa Fé, 
to support the jurisdiction of Texas over said territory, have 
been annulled or modified by this Administration, and also 
whether the proclamation of Lieutenant-Colonel Beale, call- 
ing the convention that met at Santa Fé on the 24th Sep- 
tember, 1849, to form a territorial government, was sanc- 
tioned by this Government, and if 89, to furnish this House 
copies of the order sanctioning the same. 

The resolution having been read, 

Objeciion_was made to its reception. 

Mr. KAUFMAN moved a suspension of the | 
rules to enable him to introduce the resolution. 

Mr. FOWLER asked the yeas and nays on that | 
motion, which were refused. ; 

And the question, ‘Shall the rules be sus- 
pended ?”* was then taken, and decided in the nega- 
tive, (two thirds not voting therefor.) 

So the rules were not suspended, and the reso- 
lution was not introduced. 


WILMINGTON AND RALBIGH RAILROAD, 


Mr. POTTER asked the unanimous consent of | 
the House to introduce a bill from the Committee | 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

The title of the bill was read, as “ A bill for the | 
relief of the Wilmington and Raleigh Railroad | 
Company.” 


No objection having been made, the bill was | 
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introduced, and having been read twice. by its 
title, on motion of Mr. P., it was referred, with 
the accompanying report, to the Committee of the 
Whole House. 

POSTAGE, ETC. 


Mr. CONGER asked the unanimous consent of 
the House to introduce the following resolution, 
which was read for information: 

Resolvedy That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be, and they hereby are, instructed to report to 
this House, with as little delay as practicable, a bill to 
abolish the franking privilege and for the reduction of post- 
age to the uniform rate, when pre paid, of two cents on let- 
ters weighing no mere than one half ounce each, and five 
cents when not prepaid ; al-o providing that all newspapers 
within the county of their publication, or the distance of 
thirty miles of the same, may be received through the mails, 
by actual subseribers, free of postage. 

The resolution having been read— 

Objection was made to its introduction. 

Mr. CONGER moved that the rules of the 
House be suspended to enable him to offer the 
resolution. 

Mr. POTTER said he would state that the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office 

The SPEAKER interposed and said, no re- 
marks were in order. ‘The question was on sus- 
pending the rules to allow the resolution to be 
introduced. 

Mr. POTTER (proceeding, by general acqui- 
escence) was understood to remark that the sub- 
ject embraced in the resolution would be reported 
upon soon by the Committee on the Post Office, 
and if the gentleman from New York [Mr. Con- 
GER] proposed to take the sense of the House on 
the question of the reduction of the rates of post- 
age, he (Mr. P.) presumed that the gentleman 
would wish to take it in a fuller House than was 
now present. He (Mr. P.) had no doubt that a 
majority of the whole House would be found in 
favor of areform in the matter embraced in the 
resolution. 

The SPEAKER stated the question to be on 
the motion to suspend the rules. 

In reply to an inquiry— 

The SPEAKER atated that the motion, if not 
acted upon now, would come up when motions to 
suspend the rules should be next in order. 

Whereupon, pending the motion to suspend the 
rules, the Elouse adjourned. 








PETITIONS, &e. 


The following petitions, memorials, &c., were 
presented under the rule, and referred to the ap- 
propriate committees: . 


By Mr. WILMOT: The petition of 72 citizens and elec- 
tors of Leroy township, Bradford county, Pennsylvania, 
praying that slavery and the slave-trade be expressly pro- 
hibited in the territories of the United States. 

Also, the petition of the same citizens, praying for the 
repeal of all laws of Congress for the support of slavery in 
the District of Columbia, or in default thereof, that the Cap- 
ital be removed. 

Also, the petition of the same citizens, praying that no 
State be hereafter admitted into the Union, unless slavery 
be prohibited by the constitution of said State. 

Also, the petition of the same citizens, praying that the 
right of trial by jury be secured to those claimed as fugitives 
from labor. 

Also, the petition of 50 citizens of Cross Creek township, 
Washington county, Pennsylvania, praying that no State 
be hereafter admitted into the Union, unless slavery be pro- 
hibited by the constitution of said State. 

Also, the petition of the same citizens, praying that sla- 
very and the slave-trade be expressly prohibited in the ter- 
ritories of the United States. 

Also, the petition of 75 citizens and electors of Blakely, 
Luzerne county, Pennsylvania, praying that slavery and the 
slave-trade be expressly prohibited in the territories of the 
United States. 

Also, the petition of the same citizens, praying that all 
laws of Congress for the support of slavery in the District of 
Columbia be repealed, or in default thereof, that the Capital 
be removed. 

Also, the petition of the same citizens, praying that no 
State be hereafter admitted into the Union, unless slavery 
be prohibited by the const:tution of said State. 

Also, the petition of the same citizens, praying that the 
right of trial by jury be secured to persons claimed as fugi- 
tives from labor. 

Also, the p°tition of 50 citizens of Livingston, Essex 
county, New Jersey, praying that slavery and the slave-trade 
be expressly prohibited in the territories of the United 
States. 

Also, the petition of the same citizens, praying that no 
State be hereafter admitted into the Union, unless slavery 
be prohibited by the constitution of said State. 

Also, the petition of the same citizens, praying that all 
laws of Congress for the support of slavery in the District of 
Columbia be repealed, or in default thereof, that the Capital 
be removed. 

Also, the petition of the same citizens, praying that the 
right of trial by jury be secured to persons claimed as fugi- 
tives from labor. 

Also, two petitians of eitizens of Pennsylvania, praying 
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that the Gove oe 
pe Ne roment dispense with the employment of 

a the pan 35 citizens of Bradford county, Penn 
sylvania, praying that no act be passed hoe eee 
worth’s patent for a planing machine. extending Woug. 

Also, the petition of 30 citizens of Bradford county P 
sylvania, praying fora reduction in the rates of postay = 

" By Mr. CLEVELAND: The petition of citizens 4 y 
wich, Connecticut, for reduction of postage. ” 

Also, the petitions of citizens of Norwich, Coonee : 
of Lebanon, Connecticut, and Windham county, eae 
ion - secure to alleged fugitive slaves the right of tri) by 

Also, the petitions of chines of Windham co 
necticut, of Norwich, Connectfut, and Lebanon Connee 
cut, against the admission of more slave States, into a, 
Union. ymee the 

Also, the petitions of citizens of Rorwich, Connectic 
of Lebanon, Conpoctiont, one Wiodham county, Conner’ 
cut, for the establishment and protection of free. i 
territories of the United weatese Cedom in te 

Also, the petitions of citizens of Norwich, Co 
ot Lebanon, Connecticut, and Windham county : Conuee 
cut, for the repeal of all laws enacted by Congress for oe 
—— of slavery and the slave-trade in the District of Co. 
umbia. 

By Mr. PRESTON KING: The petition of citizens ad 
electors of Sidney, Delaware county, New York agai 
the admission of more slave States into the Union. ~ a 

Also, the petition of the same, to secure to fugitives th 
right of trial by jury. = 

Also, the petition of the same, for the establishinen: and 
protection uf freedom in the territories of the United States 

Also, the petition of the same, for the repeal of all jaws 
enacted or adopted by Congress for the support Of slavery in 
the District of Columbia 

Also, four several petitions of citizens and electors of Wal- 
ton, Delaware county, New York, for the same objects, 

Also, four several petitions of citiz ns and electors of 
Hopkinton, in St. Lawrence county, New York, for the 
same objects. 

Also, four several petitions of citizens and electors of 
Pulaski, Oswego county, New Yorkgfor the same objects 

Also, four severe! pecieueee of ci s and electors of s 
Lawrence county, New York, for the same objects, - 

Ry Mr. STETSON: 'The petition of Wiiham H. Mijjs 
and 214 others, citizens of Bangor, Maine, for the adoption 
of measures to settle international difficulties without resort 
to war. 

Also, the petition of George W. Snow and others, citizens 
of Bangor, for the same. 

Also, the petition of Thomas 8S. Johnson and 46 others 
citizens of Brewer, Maine, for cheap po-tage. ; 

Also, the petition of E. Kingsbury, jun., and 160 others 
citizens of Bradford, Maine, for the same. ; 

Also, the petition of R. K. Packard and 25 others, citizens 
of Blanchard, Maine, for a law securing to alleged fugitives 
from labor the right of trial by jury. 

Also, the petition of Joseph B. Packard and 24 others 
— of Blanchard, against the admission of more slave 

tates. 

Also, the petition of Alonzo H. Davee and 24 others, citi- 
zens of Blanchard, for the repeal of all laws sanctioning 
slavery or the siave-trade in the District of Columbia. 

Also, the petition of R. K. Packard and 25 other citizens 
of Blanchard, for the prohibition of slavery in the territoiies 
of the United States. 

By Mr. HENRY: The petition of William Hill, Rayal 
Earle, and 155 other citizens of Windham county, Vermont, 
that slavery and the slave-trade be prohibited by law in all 
the territories of the United States. 

Also, the petition of the same persons, that no State shall 
hereafter be admitted into the Union whose constitution 
does not prohibit slavery. 

_ Also, the petition of the same, that persons hereafler 
claimed as fugitive slaves shall, only in the State where the 
claimant resides, be delivered to the persons claiming thew, 
except On the finding of a jury. 

Also, the petition of the same, for the removal of the seat 
of Government, unless all laws authorizing slavery and we 
alave-trade in the District of Columbia be repealed. 

By Mr. HOWE: The petition of Robert Patterson and 
154 others, citizens of Mercer county, Pennsylvania, pray- 
ing Congress to establish an Agricultural bureau in ove of 
the Executive Departments of the Government at Wasi- 
ington. 

Also, the petition of John Robinson and 23 others, officers 
and soldiers of the war of 1812, and other citizens of the 
county of Lawrence, Pennsylvania, praying Congress to 
extend to them the same liberality that has been extended 
to the officers and soldiers of the Mexican war. 

Also, the petition of James Scott and 48 others, citizens 
of Lawrence county, Pennsylvania, praying Congress 
provide by law, that whenever a person shall be arrested as 
a fugitive slave, in any State other than that in which he is 
alleged to be held to service, he shall not be delivered to 
the claimant or his agent, except upon the finding of a jury 
that he is the slave of the claimant. *” 

Also, the petition of William Smith and 12 others, citi- 
zens of Venango county, Pennsylvania, praying Congress (0 
repeal all laws by which slavery or the slave trader is au- 
thorized and sanctioned in the city of Washington or the 
District of Columbia, and that, in the event of their nou- 
repeal, the seat of the National Government may be re- 
moved to some more suitable location. 

Also,the petition of Danel Gregg and 36 others, citizens 
of Venango county, Pennsylvania, praying Congress to 
abolish slavery and the slave-trade in all the territories be- 
longing to the United States. 

By Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi: The following memo- 
rials from the Legislature of the State of Mississippi: 

Praying a change in the system of transporting the mail; 

Praying a change in the system of transporting the mail, 
= the establishment of stage-routes in the State of Mis- 

Pps 
In relation to staze-routes ; 
lating to a stage-route from Jackson to Baton Rouge. 
, a resolution to establish a light-house on the sea- 
coast of the State of Mississippi. 
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ware, asking a grant of public lands for the establishment of || which was referred to the Committee on Public 









































seat of Government may be removed therefrom; = 
which were ordered to lie on the table. 


» petition of P. 8. Catching and others, citizens of 
vt tippi, praying the ae ofa eae from || an aoe asylum. ; avin ae ‘ | Lands, and ordered to be printed. 
. New Town, Via Providence an eorgetown, to Monti- | lao, a petition of sundry c tizens sawrence county, i Also, a resolution of the same Legislature, in 
ae the State of Mississippi. Pennayivania, praying for bounty land to officers apd z : 
. com TRROWS: nt lutions - || diers in wie last war with Great Britain. | favor of a reduction of the price of public 
: . BURROWS: Concurrent resolutions of the Sen- | | fe : f duct ; f tt P f bl lands 
By Mr. bly of the State of New York, in relation to : | lying in the Miami reservation in that State; which 
h- ate antl ean ? ying d d } b ble d be inted 
duction of postage, | was ordered to lie on the table an printed. 
» me y-0, the peitigs S ei te te ear IN SENATE. | Mr. SMITH presented a petition of citizens of 
Orleans eet, by Cungrels for the support of slavery in Mownpary, -4pril 8, 1850. | Litehfield county, Connecticut, asking the adop- 
: acre ek if Columbia. : The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- || tion of measures for the adjustment of international 
iy Oe iso, the petition of citizens and electors of the same || ; ing of the citi || controversies by arbitration; which was referred 
’ Als0, tablishment and protection of freedom in || afe proceedings of a mass meeting of the citizens | : : 
ace, for the establishme P b ; d f Philadelphia. in fi f || to the Committee on Foreign Relations, 
- pl rritories of the United States. | of the city and county o Hadelphia, in favor of | Al ial of the C , f 
- “on the petition of citizens and electors of the same || repeal of the law extending the patent for Wood- | 80, a memorial of the Connecticut branch o 
ie sce, to secure to alleged fugitives the right of trial by jury. || worth’s planing machine, and opposed to any | the American Colonization Society, asking that 
<p, the petition o& citizens and electors of the same : d= | the independence of the Republic of Liberia may 
go imission of more slave States further extension, as asked for by the present hold- | ‘ ! 
° ace, against the som ‘ti hie + whi d be recognized by the United States; which was 
“Mr. MATTESON: The petition of William Walker || ers of the letters patent; which was referre to the | ol he C tt Foreign Rel 
ie By \ thers citizens of Paris, Oneida county, New York, || Committee on Patents and the Patent Office. || reterre fo w e ommittee on Foreign Relations, 
and 4 on to alleged fugitive slaves Ube right of trial by jury. . ; | Mr. CASS presented a memorial of W. W. 
o secure to alleged tug ; athhitabaeots’ ant Also, a memorial of a committee of the Con- ; ; 
3 the petition of the same, for the establishment an Loring, and other officers of the army stationed 
i- Aloe sn ot freedom in the territories of the United States. || vention held in Philadelphia for the purpose of | s — 
ation of freedom in the ver i ‘deri P salt apeteas in the Oregon Territory, asking for an increase of 
» Prvico, the petition of the eo ae repeal aoe laws '| considering the subject of connecting by railroad pa 5 , 
» ees i by Congress for the support of slavery in : ° ania. . : 
euncted over Columvin, om that, in the event of their non- i} the ae ie 4 —- _ <= ar Kir. c. observed, that the memorial presented a 
d repeal, the seat of the National Government may be removed | Set ee ca ie Pacis cunmdieeane the resales || Very strong case for the interference of the Com- 
st ome more suitable location. : a | S ‘ > |< AS n 2 
Also, the petition of the same, against the admission of || of its proceedings; which was referred to the Com- poner gle sn Affairs, to which he would 
. ante ROWELL. Sie peti of S. M. Blake, Presi | ee ee renee | The petition was referred accordingly 
d By Mr. CRO See nok seaenhame of ta ate Mr. SEWARD presented a petition of citizens ~ Sr a 
:. dent, and eshern, amen pry — es a Fotis  Cavaak chads et he State up New York. ask- |! Mr. CHASE presented a petition of citizens 
. Literary Society,” in favor of redacing x | are nit he , ;and female residents of York county, Maine, 
n 1 10 Cee Og: The. pe Mien of RC. Weightman | ing that a pension may be allowed to Mary Inger- asking a reduction of the rates of postage; which 
ee enamide antes and Thomas Parker, || Soll, widow of a revolutionary soldier; which was | Was referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
P rua others, citizens of the city of Washington, praying 1] eeeres to the vermnenee _ ratte eit 1 end Mees Reade. 
‘onercas to € i i blic grounds, 80, a petition of Franklin De Frate and other || . d as o citi 
af Coagiess  CRGRES SE prove Ceres PF H oefeees || Mr. JONES presented a petition of citizens of 
therein named. ; , | citizens of New York, engaged in the manufacture | Ke a lowe, asking the establishment 
: by Mr. JOMTEBOM, of Aviansse: The memowal of Oe | of India rubber, asking that the patent extended to Keokuk © manne 7 8 
‘the United States Anny, stationed in Oregon ’ 8 I | of a mail-route from Fairfield to Lancaster, in that 
of pro “Sere e ” ” || Charles Goodyear may be repealed; which was || Seote . 
: May Mr. UNDERH Eig: The petition of Thomas 8. Wins- || referred to the Committee on Patents and the ‘| Also, a petition of citizens of lowa, asking the 
: low, for a register for the British barque Cornwallis. Patent Office. blish af peda aes co 
Mr. BRIGGS: Resolutions by the Legislature of the + f citi ‘Ti N establishment of a mail-route from 8 
“ » f New York, in favor of the reduction on letter post- Also, a petition of citizens o dioga county, New  Mioines to Boonsville, in that State; which was 
‘ wr; and also for a law of Congress, making newspaper | York, praying that the sale of intoxicating liquors || referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
ee free in each county where the same are printed. | in the Capitol, public buildings, and grounds of || Post Roads. 
By Mr. MOORE: The petition of Thomas W. Vann = || the city of Washington may be prohibited; which || Also, a memorial of citizens of lowa and Ili- 
ead i Sec etviien ot daeteb te ‘the tesrito- was ordered to lie on the table. '| noi, asking the removal of obstructions to the navi- 
; shmen iti ee ee 
Msof the United States. |, Also, a petition of members of the Congrega- || sation of the Mississippi river at the Des Moines 
s, By Mr. GORMAN: The memorial of the soldiers of the cetera eh . a wrest nrg eee - '| and Rock River rapids; which was referred to the 
late war with Great Britain, and other proceedings 0 a pub- ew Yor ‘, and also a petition o e citizens 0 Committee on Commerce. 
“ lic meeting of the people of Knox county, Indiana, praying || the same State generally, in favor of a reduction of Mr. FELCH presented a memorial of citizens 
ae PA RKER: The petition of Henry Wagner, of rm rates of PoP: i oe ae a the of Washtenaw county, Michigan, asking that the 
3 enaty..Virgini ayi ; also the peti- ommittee on the Fos ce an ‘os oads, blic land be ted in limited Lit 
) Morgan county, Virginia, praying a pension ; also the pe : eo public lands may be granted in limited quantities 
ie tion of Thomas B. Harvey, of Clarke county, Virginia, pray- oan a es of alee of aed dent | to such actual settlers as are unable from poverty, 
ing 8 en OTH: iti inols, asking that no resistance may be offered | 1 purchase; which was referred to the Committee 
4 _ Me. BOOTH : i eis cee “of Connect to any of the States of the Union that may elect || on Pabiie Rnade. 
cut, praying forthe prevention and abolition of international peaceably to withdraw from the Confederacy; Mr. YULEE submitted documents relating to 
: "By Mr. ROSE: The petition of members of Congress of be at — to lie , = table. ty, New || the claim of William D. Ward, to compensation 
Y vock, for a new jedicial district, , So, of the citizens of Ontario county, New || for losses sustained in consequence of Indian de 
New York, ft ew judicial district, to be called the West- vs are eas , ) eq p- 
al a Seatat of New York. ; York, asking that the enrolments of the militia || redations committed on his property during the 
It, By Mr. MEACHAM: The petition of putes Coven, may include all classes of persons, and setting | recent Indian disturbances in Florida; which were 
. of ee naa TS ee ieaeod ae ery that in the —- . o aoa militia, ||. referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 
Cement, HC || a distinction is made whereby a large class, num- Mr. BRADBURY presented the petition of 
ull United States. } 7 oan | r. P E : 
m ‘Also, the petition of Royal Flint and 50 citizens of Han- | bering more than three millions of people, are || James W. Robinson, asking to be allowed an in- 
cock, Vermont, for the protection of freedom in the territo- || entirely exempted from enrolment and military || crease of pension; which was referred to the Com- 
. ries; against the admission of more elave States; to secure || duty. ‘This large clase, residing chiefly in the || mittee on Pensions. 
° ight of tei : : ie — 
uy na upholding slavery in the Distriet of Columbia. || Southern States, the chief burden of the system Mr. HAMLIN presented the petition of citizens 
; By Mr. MANN, of Pennsylvania : Tes a {== ~~ of the eee platen tes ese of Bangor, Maine, askin g the a option fale 
: Armstrong, prayifg that an act may be passed b lon or Invasion, ro || ures for the settlement of international controver- 
ve refunding to him and James Coulter, money paid by them States. That, in cases of insurrection or invasion | ; : , 
i i . ’ > || sies by arbitration; which was referred to the 
nd one Peanestyantn Vermmeers reumenanis in seeone'|| the whole power of the North may be called to Comeneten on Foreign Relations. 
- By Mr. DURKEE: The petition of E. D. Seward and 101 || defend the South; that, in case of a similar event Mr. BADGER presented a memorial of citizens 
“4 other citizens, of Lake Mills, in the tate ot tee iaain; || occurring at the North, their reliance on their |) of Washington, in the District of Columbia, ask- 
; ee earn eee: southern brethren must, owing to the inequality, ing that an appropriation may be made for enclos- 
on. . . . - . Co ; : . 
rs Also, a petition from the same, for the establishment and || be extremely limited, if not utterly vain; and in- |) ing and ornamenting certain public grounds lying 
” protection of freedom yh acon a 40 othe? cit sisting a the os ao and et . the || west of the Capitol, in this city. He did not ask 
to see Beaten tn the Saute of Wisconsin, for the reveu || People of the several States ought to be in alll re- || for any reference, but preferred that it should he on 
. of all, ae cna cp napmait te Gece ates onoeen | spects equal and mutual; and asking Congress to | the table for the avenatte which was agreed to. 
ns of slavery in the District of Columbia. immediately remedy this inequality by the passage || Mr. SEWARD presented fourteen petitions of 
> Also, a petition from the same, for the establishment and || of a law for the enrolment of the militia of all the | citizens of New York, and a petition from citizens 
as Protection of freedom in the territories. a | States. which shall include all classes of persons, | , ’ 
ition f t the ad eet sade is & -., || Of Ohio, asking that no State may be admitted 
“ Alcs, & pouiien Cosme Che cataty Sgniedt Sen GomneaD of F without any distinction of coloror condition; which | - a. ; 
to any more slave States into the Union. i y li he tabl , | into the Union that does not prohibit slavery with- 
ry Also,a petition from the same, to secure to alleged fugi- || was ordered to lie on the table. | in. ite limite: which were ordered to lie on the 
. . | . . i , 
' tives the Tcaananl at send \hetheratiionin {1 .,. Be" BUTLER presented the memorial of Wil- | tabie 
ti- ! iti d an = - ‘ “ i ; = es 
s -AMaltowel tate ‘State of Maine, for the repeal of ali || liam Hl. Warfield, asking indemnity for French : Also, sixteen petitions from citizens of New 
\u- laws enacted or adopted by Congress for the support of | spoliations prior to 1800; which was ordered to lie || York, asking that slavery and the slave trade may 
ms avery in the District of Columbia. ; on the table. || be prohibited by law in all the territories of the 
e ‘ sal owe of the same, to secure to alleged fugitives || Mr. WHITCOMB presented resolutions of the | United States. 
B- ie right of t ry. | a > - 3 , ade ‘ . 
hon soeaeener pc same, against the admission of any iH Legislature of Indiana, instructing the Senators 1} Also, a like number from citizens of Maine, in 
wa more slave States into the Union. /and Representatives of that State in Congress to || favor of the same, and asking that the slave trade 
: esnal a Caee of eae a establishment and || recommend to the Government of the United i may be prohibited by law in all territories of the 
tection of freedom in e terntor . } : » . . s | . 
Also, the petition of C. J. Cheney and 45 other citizens of || States, that it use its influence with the were ses | United tes; and that no State may hereafter be 
10 Emeraid Grove, in the State of Wisconsin, against the ad- | Austria and Russia to effect an amelioration of the || admitted whose constitution does not prohibit 
mission of any more slave States into the Union. 5 condition of Hungarian patriots, and a general H slavery within its limits; whieh were ordered to 
2 anal secetabte tere same, to secure to alleged fugitives 1 pardon to all who participated in the recent revolu- || jie on the table. 
rg rr ury. | &. * . a - . || eee sod 
is Also, a scien a ne same, for the repeal of all laws || Wonary movements in Hungary; which were or- || Also, fifteen petitions of citizens of New York, 
enacted or adopted by Congress for the support of slavery | dered to lie on the table and be printed. | asking that — and = eee a “ ) 
the District ot Columbia. resoluti e saine Legislature, in | abolished in the District of Columbia, or that thy te 
. Also, a petition of the same, for the establishment and | P aoe lution from the saine Leg yim) ’ 
a Protection of freedom in the territories. | avor of a 


rant of the unsold lands in the Vin- 
| cennes land district, for the purposes of education; | 
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Also, fourteen petitions from citizens of New '| the world. Al shipping mast pass by San Diego, to 


~~ 


York, and a petition from citizens of Portland, || enter at San Francisco, whether their cargoes are 


Maine, asking that the right of trial by jury may 
be secured by law to alleged fugitive slaves ar- 
rested in any other State than that in which their 
service is claimed; which were ordered to lie on 
the table. 

Mr. BALDWIN presented a petition of citizens 


of Plymouth, Confiectieut, asking that slavery and || 


the siave trade may be prohibited by law in all the 
territories of the United States. 


ti 


asking that slavery and the slave trade may be | 


abolished in the District of Columbia, or the seat 
of Government removed therefrom. 

Also, from citizens of the same place, asking 
that the right of trial by jury may be secured to 
fugitive slaves arrested in any other State than 
that in which service is claimed; all of which were 
ordered to lie on the table. 


Mr. HAMLIN presented four petitions, (which 


he observed were signed by Democrats who had | 


never seratched a ticket,) one from Corinth, 
Maine, asking that no State may hereafter be 
admitted into the Union whose constitution does 


not prohibit slavery; one from citizens of the same, || 


asking that slavery and the slave trade may be 
abolished in the District of Columbia, or the seat 


of Government removed therefrom; one from citi- || 
zens of the same, asking that slavery and the | 


slave trade may be prohibited by law in all terri- 


tories of the United States; one from citizens of || 


the same place, asking that the right of trial by 
jury may be secured by law to fugitive slaves; all 
of which were ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. CHASE presented seven petitions of citi- 


zens of Ohio, and a petition of citizens of New || 
York, asking that no slave State may hereafter be | 


admitted into the Union whose constitution does 
not expreasly prohibit slavery. 

Also, five petitions from eitizens of Ohio, and 
two petitions from citizens of IHinois, asking that 


the right of trial by jury may be secured. to fugi- | 


tive slaves. 


slavery and the slave trade may be abolished in || 


the District of Columbia, or the seat of Govern- 
ment removed, 
Also, six petitions from citizens.of Ohio, and a 


petition of citizens of Illinois, asking that slavery |, 


and the slave trade may be abolished in all the 
territories of the United States. 

Also, a petition of inhabitants of Huntsburg 
county, Ohio, asking the adoption of constitutional 
measures for abolishing slavery in the United 
States. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Medina county, 
Ohio, praying that slavery may be prohibited by 
law in the territories of New Mexico and Califor- 
nia, that the provision of the act of 1793 respecting 


the slave trade in the District of Columbia, and 
the slave trade along the coast may be abolished. 
Also, two petitions from citizens of Harrison 


county, Ohio, remonstrating against the resolu- | 


tions submitted by Mr. Cray on the 29th Janu- 
ary last, and praying Congress to increase its con- 
stitutional power to prohibit the introduction of 
slavery into territories now free, to abolish slavery 


and the slave trade in the District of Columbia, | 
and the slave trade between the States, and to re- || 


foreign or domestic productions, making it neces- 
sary for the citizens of San Diego to pay an addi- 
tional freight equal to the freight from New York 
(which is $40 per ton) to San Francisco, while 
foreign vessels are almost prohibited from bringing 
goods of any deseription to San Diego. In con- 
sequence of this the citizens of the southern portion 


|| of California have not only very limited supplies, 
|| but are compelled to pay for all imports two or 
Also, a petition from citizens of the same place, | 


three hundred per cent, more than the citizens of 
San Francisco. 

They give so many and such excellent reasons 
for establishing a collection district for that part of 
California, and making San Diego a port of entry, 
that f think it is due to them to have this memorial 
| printed, as well as to move that it be referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. I therefore make 





| both motions, 


j 
| The memorial was accordingly referred to the 
| Committee on Commerce, and the question of 


| printing to the Committee on Printing. 


|| On motion by Mr. DOUGLAS, that five thou- 
|| sand copies, in addition to the usual number of the 


} 





| 


| 
j 
| 


1} 
r| 


report of the Secretary of War, communicating 
| explorations of the Territory of Minnesota by Cap- 


it was 

| Ordered, That the motion be referred to the Committee 
| on Printing. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


| 
| Mr. ATCHISON, from the Committee on In- 


|| dian Affairs, to which was referred the petiuon of 
| Joseph Parks, a member of the Shawnee tribe of 


indians, asking compensation for a negro slave 
| rescued from his posscssion by a mob of persons 
| of the State of Illinois, asked to be discharged 


|| from the further consideration of the same, and 
|| that it be referred to the Committee on the Judi- 


ciary; which was agreed to. 


referred the memorial of the chiefs of the Meno- 


| 
| 
1 Also, from the same committee, to which was 
| 
j 


i k t of a debt d 
Also, six petitions from citizens of Ohio, and || cathe "Sana COMBE DORAN 08 REM ~ 


two petitions from citizens of Hlinois, asking that || 


by them to Robert Grgaon, made an adverse re- 
| port on the same. 
| Mr. FELCH, from the Committee on Public 
| Lands, to which was referred the bill to amend an 
| act entitled “An act for the discontinuance of the 
| office of surveyor general in the several districts so 
soon as the surveys therein can be completed, for 
| abolishing land ofiices under certain circumstances, 
and for other purposes,’ approved 12:h June, 
1840, reported back the same without amend- 
ment. 

Mr. DOWNS, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, to which was referred the bill from the 


| 
| House of Representatives to refund the fine im- 


posed on the late Dr. Thomas Cooper, under the 
| sedition -law to his heirs, reported the same wilh- 


| out amendment, and recommended its passage. 
fugitive slaves may be repealed, and slavery and 


Mr. SHLELDS, from the Committee on Public 


| Lands, to which was referred the memorial of a 


peal those provisions of the act of 1793 respecting | 


the recovery of fugitive slaves; all of which were 
ordered to he on the table. 
Mr. BENTON,. I am asked to present a peti- 


may be established at San Diego, on the southern | 
coast of the Pacific, in California. They give very || 


strong reasons in connection with this request. 


The evila under which the southern portion of || 


California have been and are still suffering, are 
peculiar, arising as they do from that act of the 
Jast session of Congress extending the revenue 
laws of the United States over Upper California, 


with the only port of entry at San Franeisco, which || 
not only tends to build up that port at the expense | 


of the whole territory, but prostrates the commer- 


cial energies of the city of San Diego, the adjacent || 
towns and surrounding country. San Diego, being | 


tion from many citizens of California, asking that || 
a separate collection district and a port of entry || 


| 
| 
| 


| 


| 
it 
| 
i} of Lilinois to aid in the construction of a railroad 
| 
| 


1} 


|| convention held at Vandalia, asking a grant of 


land for a railroad from a point opposite to ‘Terre 
Haute, Indiana, te a pomt on the Mississippi 
river, &c., reported a bill granting to the State 


from a point ae to Terre Haute, Indiana, to 


a point near hilinoistown, Lilinois; which was 


read and passed to a second reading. 


Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on Print- 


ing, to which was referred the motion to print the 
| report of the Secretary of the Interior, in relation 
|| to the public lands in the Milwaukee land district, 
reported in favor of printing the same, which was 


concurred in. 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the motion to print the memorial of George 
Watterston, asking the establishment of an Agri- 
cultural Coliege in the city of Washington, re- 
ported against printing the same; which was con- 
curred in. 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
| referred the motion to print the memorial of Ralph 


| Bulkley, asking an appropriation to test an effect- 


| printing the same; which was concurred in, 
BILL ON LEAVE. 


over five hundred miles by sea south fromSan Fran- || notice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill 


cisco, is by this much (so far as commercial ad van- 
tages are concerned) further from any other pert in 


| to divide the State of Wisconsin into two judicial 


| districts; which was read a first and second time 


BE. . 


tain Pope, be printed for the use of the Senate— 





ive method of extinguishing fire, reported against 


Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin, in pursuance of 














by its title, 
Judiciary. 
NOTICE OF A BILL. 

Mr. YULEE gave notice that he Would to 
morrow, or some subsequent day, ask leave ;, 
bring in a bill to amend the act approved June 0 
1834, regulating trade and intercourse with the 
Indian tribes. . 

MR. BELL'S RESOLUTIONS, 

The Senate then proceeded to the cons 
of the special order, being Mr. Foore’s Motio 
to refer Mr. Bext’s resolutions to a commities 
of thirteen, the pending question being Upon an 
‘amendment proposed by Mr. Batpwin to excep; 
from the reference so much as relates to the 2 
mission of California as a State. 

Mr. BENTON. It is proposed to make the 
admission of California a part of a system of 
measures for the settlement of the whole slayer 

uestion in the United States. lam Opposed to 
this mixing of subjects which have no affinities 
and am in favor of giving to the application of 
California for admission into this Union a separ. 
ate consideration, and an independent decision 
upon its own merits. She is a State, and should 
not be mixed up with anything below the dignity 
of a State. She has washed her hands of slavery 
at home, and should not be mixed up with jt 
abroad. She presents a single application, and 
should not be coupled with other subjects. Ye 
itis proposed to mix up the question of admitting 
California with all the questions which the slavery 
agitation has produced in thesMnited States, and 
to make one general settle t of the whole, 
somewhat in the nature of a compact or compro. 
mise. Now, I am opposed to all this. 1 ask for 
California a separate consideration, and object to 
mixing her up with any, much more with the 
whole of the angry and distracting subjects of dif. 
ference which have grown up out of slavery in 
the United States. 

What are these subjects? They are: 

1. The creation of Territorial Governments in 
New Mexico, and in the remaining part of Cali- 
fornia. 

2. The creation of a new State in Texas, reduc- 
tion of her boundaries, settlement of her dispute 
with New Mexico, and cession of her surplus ter- 
ritory to the United States. 

3. Recapture of fugitive slaves. 

4. Suppression of the slave trade in the District 
of Columbia. 

5. Abolition of slavery in the District of Co- 
lumbia. 

6. Abolition of slavery in the forts, arsenals, 
nesr yore and dock yards of the United States. 

7. Abolition of the slave trade between the 
States. 

8. Abolition of slavery within the States. 

And a non-enumerated catalogue of oppressions, 
aggressions, and encroachments upon the South. 

his is the list of the subjects to be mixed up 
with the question of admitting the State of Cali- 
fornia into the Union; and [ am against the mix- 
ture, and that for reasons which apply to the whole 
: the lump, and to each separate ingredient in the 
etail. 

I am against it in the lump. 

California is a State, and has a right to be treated 
as other States have been, when asking admission 
into the Union, and none of which have been sub- 
jected to the indignity of having their application 
coupled with the decision of other, inferior, and, 
to them, foreign questions. 

I object to it upon principle—that principle of 
fair legislation which requires every measure (0 
stand or fall upon its own merits, unaided by 
| stronger measures, unimpeded by weaker ones. 

I object to it on account of the nature of the 
subjects to be coupled with Cali‘ornia—all angry, 
distracting, and threatening the Union with disso- 
lution; while her application is calm, conciliatory, 
national, and promising to strengthen and aug: 
ment the Union, 

1 object to it because California herself has ob- 
jected to it. Her constitution contains this pro 
vision: 

*‘Every law enacted by the Legi shall con- 
ped tects 2. and that shall be expressed in the 
title. 

This is the opinion of California about mixing 
different subjects together in. the process of legis: 
lation; and a wise opinion it is; and a wise pro- 


ideration 
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